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aringey Labour coun-
cillors have rejected 
calls from opposition 
Liberal Democrats 

to formally apologise to housing 
tenants for a litany of health and 
safety failures.

During a full council meeting on 
Monday, 27th March, the opposition 
group tabled a motion calling on 
the Labour administration to say 
sorry for failings that, according to a 

watchdog, put thousands of social 
housing tenants at potential risk.

But members of the Labour 
group amended the motion to 
remove both the apology and a 
further proposal for a compensa-
tion scheme. Instead, they pledged 
to work with tenants on a repairs 
charter and to ensure repairs and 
major works are a “key priority”.

Earlier in March, the Regulator 
of Social Housing found the council 
had failed to complete 4,000 high-
risk fire safety works and did not 
have up-to-date electrical safety 
reports for thousands of homes.  
It also found more than 100 proper-
ties had serious hazards and nearly 
5,000 did not meet minimum social 
housing standards (read the full 
story on Page 6).

The findings came after the coun-
cil referred itself to the watchdog in 
January following the insourcing 

of its housing management service, 
Homes for Haringey. When the find-
ings were published, council leader 
Peray Ahmet and chief executive 
Andy Donald said they were “very 
sorry” that residents “have not been 
receiving the quality of service that 
they should have done”.

The council is also being investi-
gated by the Housing Ombudsman 
for “persistent poor performance 
over damp and mould complaints”.

Lib Dem housing spokesperson 
Dawn Barnes told the full council 
meeting tenants had been treated 
with “contempt” and that an apol-
ogy would be “a reasonable place 
to start”.

Cllr Barnes said residents deserved 
to have a repair undertaken “just 
once” and not “multiple times”, add-
ing: “A service level agreement with 
automatic compensation would 
help focus on quality repairs in a 

timely manner and make the res-
ident feel a little better if it didn’t 
happen – although money is no 
compensation for extra time spent 
living in a home of disrepair.”

Her Lib Dem colleague Scott 
Emery gave several examples of 
problems that had not been prop-
erly dealt with in his Highgate 
ward, including residents at one 
housing block reporting raw sew-
age backing up into their homes 
on four separate occasions, without 
the problem being fixed.

Cllr Emery said another resident 
recently told him that a damp prob-
lem in the room where her child 
slept had still not been resolved, 
despite being first reported in 2019, 
and that she and her partner were 
now sleeping in the affected room.

Dana Carlin, the council’s cabinet 
member for housing services, private 
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AN INTRODUCTION FROM THE EDITOR

Local news that  
matters to you

ello and welcome to issue 18. 
It was recently announced 

that Crouch End is ‘the best 
place to live in London’, according to 
a panel of judges at The Sunday Times. 
“It’s all about the green spaces and 
the independent shops in this lively 
North London suburb,” the guide, 
published as a supplement on Sunday, 
26th March, stated. “There’s a vibrant 
market-town feel to the streets that 
radiate out from the clock tower [...]”

The writer went on to claim: “Best 
of all, there’s a friendliness here that’s 
often absent in the capital – people 
say hello to each other on the street.”

It’s always a strange experience 
when an area you live in, know well 
and love for your own very particu-
lar set of reasons – connected to 

H

Miriam Balanescu

personal memories of being in that 
place – is assessed and laid bare to 
the wider public in some way. While 
I don’t live in Crouch End, I’ve long 
lived just down the road, with my 
GP practice minutes away from the 
high street. I even worked in the local 
Waterstones for a time. It’s quite odd 
then – and mildly amusing – to see 
an evaluation such as this not match 
up to your own sense of an area. A 
“market-town feel”? An interesting 
description given the number of 
other places elsewhere in London 
that actually have a permanent mar-
ket and brilliant ones at that – Whi-
techapel, Notting Hill, or Haggerston 
to name a few. And I, for one, have 
never noticed “people say[ing] hello 
to each other on the street” – unless, 

of course, they happen to be neigh-
bours (which is true of all places… 
isn’t it?).

Much as I love Crouch End – and, 
believe me, I haven’t got tired of visit-
ing over two decades – there’s a hive of 
other areas in Haringey which seem 
to offer just as much in the way of 
green spaces and indie shops. Muswell 
Hill has a high street to rival, while 
Tottenham has its very own stunning 
marshes. The energy and creativity of 
Wood Green is hard to beat, and in 
this issue on Page 10 local writer Pat 
Devereaux explains why it is such a 
vibrant place to be in. 

One does wonder if such guides 
are deliberately a bit silly in the hope 
of amassing more clicks. While it is 
definitely important to celebrate 

the undeniable brilliance of Crouch 
End, we at HCP want to capture the 
undeniable brilliance of the entire 
borough. On Page 4, find out about 
a fascinating history of Roman 
kilns in Highgate, on Page 7 learn 
about the stories behind Haringey’s 
beloved pubs and on Page 14 learn 
about grassroots initiative Haringey 
Welcome, seeking to protect migrants 
and refugees in the community. 

If you’re enjoying what you’re 
reading, please do consider supporting 
us either as a member by visiting 
haringeycommunitypress.co.uk/
membership. We rely on your support 
to create HCP. 

Thank you and enjoy!

80%/0.49

Sun 30th Apr

Waxing
Gibbous

Waxing
Gibbous

Sat 1st Apr

74%/0.49

Haringey Tree Protectors and protesters gather at a tree on Oakfield Road, after Haringey Council cladded the tree in plastic and installed security guards. For 
your chance to have your pictures featured in our next issue, use the hashtag #haringey and tag us @haringeycp on social media Credit Sarah Montgomery

renters and planning, said it was “no 
secret” that the housing service needed 
to improve. She added that the estab-
lishment of a housing services improve-
ment board demonstrated the council 
was taking the problems seriously.

Cllr Carlin said: “There is a lot to 
do to improve our housing service, 
including our repairs service, and it is 
a priority for us and for the executive.”

The cabinet member told the 
meeting that the council would 
co-design a repairs charter with 
residents that would allow them to 
“design and shape” the borough’s 
housing. Cllr Barnes welcomed the 
repairs charter but said that unless 
the council’s bureaucracy was “penal-
ised for failures” the opposition 
had “no faith” that anything would 

Continued from Page-1

change for residents. 
She added: “We really do believe 

that an apology to residents is a small 
step in the right direction before we 
then ask for co-production […] Many 
people simply want their homes fixed.”

Labour councillors voted in favour 
of their amendments, with the Lib 
Dems voting against. The amended 
motion was then passed on the back 
of Labour votes, with the Lib Dems 
again voting against.

 
Notice is hereby given that Jan Sebastian Verjwis and 
Lalla Malika Ben Silmane are the leasehold owners 
of Flat 1, 14 Umfreville Road, London, N4 1SB (“the First 
Property”) pursuant to a lease dated 25th July 1988 
and made between John Stephen Williams and Steven 
Thomas Dawson and wish to exercise their right to 
acquire the freehold under the Leasehold Reform Act 
1976 (“the Act”). Further, Emily Maryanne Akeroyd and 
Craig Douglas Porter are the leasehold owners of Flat 
2, 14 Umfreville Road, London, N4 1SB (“the Second 
Property”) pursuant to a lease dated 15th April 1985 
and made between John Stephen Williams and Kenneth 
John Gardner and also wish to exercise their right to 
acquire the freehold under the Leasehold Reform Act 
1967(“the Act”). An application will be made to the 
County Court at Edmonton for an order vesting the 
freehold of the Properties in them under Section 27 of 
the Act since they have been unable to give Notice to 
the Freeholder/Landlord because his identity cannot be 
ascertained. Any person claiming to be the Freeholder/
Landlord of the Property must confirm their interest 
as such, or any person with information which may 
assist in identifying the Freeholder/Landlord should 
contact Hayley Mauro of Wilson Browne Solicitors, 
Kettering Parkway South, Kettering Venture Park, 
Kettering, Northamptonshire, NN15 6WN within 14 
days of the date of this notice through any or all of 
the contact details below:

Address: FAO Hayley Mauro, Kettering Parkway 
South, Kettering Venture Park, Kettering, 
Northamptonshire NN15 6WN.

Absent freeholder notice

Email: Hmauro@wilsonbrowne.co.uk
Ref: 190398/0001

Advertisement

“Money is no 
compensation for extra 
time spent living in a 

home of disrepair”

Sign up to 
the HCP 

newsletter:
bit.ly/3nUI9fS
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“Nearly one-in-five 
of the borough’s 
children were 

living in poverty”

aringey saw an increase 
in the number of peo-
ple contacting a child 
safeguarding hub as 

its social services supported a 
“high level of need” because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The total number of contacts 
made to the borough’s multi-
agency safeguarding hub was 
just over 13,000 during 2021/22 – 
almost 1,800 or 16% higher than 
the previous year and 4% more 
than the last year that was not 
affected by Covid-19 (2019/20).

At the end of March 2022, the 
rate of referrals to social care was 
568 per 10,000 children aged up 
to 17 – an 18% increase on the 
rate at the end of 2020/21. The 
council says this was “in line with 
the last published rate for statis-
tical neighbours”.

The figures were 
set out in an annual 
performance report 
presented to a meet-
ing of the council’s 
children and young 
people’s scrutiny 
panel on Thursday, 23rd March, 
which states that safeguarding and 
social care is supporting high levels 
of need and complexity in families 
as a result of the pandemic.

According to the report, there 
was a 10% increase in children liv-
ing in relative low-income families 
in Haringey between 2015/16 and 
2020/21. During 2020/21, nearly 
one-in-five of the borough’s chil-
dren were living in poverty (18%), 
with the highest levels of depriva-
tion in the east.

Bev Hendricks, the council’s 
assistant director of safeguard-
ing and social care, said the 
welfare of Haringey’s vulnerable 
children was one of the council’s 
“highest priorities”.

She told the meeting that the 
“growing relationship” with the 
borough’s early help service – which 
aims to take action as soon as pos-
sible when problems are identified 
within a family – had helped to deal 

Tottenham lei-
sure centre is not 
expected to fully 
reopen for months 

after its electrical systems were 
flooded by sewage.

Tottenham Green Leisure 
Centre has been closed since 
the start of the year after the 
plant room containing the sys-
tems was hit by the flooding 
– causing damage set to cost 
around £380,000 to fix.

Work to repair the low- 
voltage systems started on Mon-
day, 13th March and work on 
the high-voltage systems was 
due to begin by April. But the 
more complex work on the 
high-voltage systems that supply 
the swimming pools is expected 
to take 16 weeks to complete.

Councillors raised concerns 
for residents unable to use 
the leisure centre, with one 
branding the ongoing closure 
“utterly intolerable”.

An update on the borough’s 
leisure centres – which are 
owned by the council and run 
by charity Fusion Lifestyle – was 
presented to a meeting of the 
council’s environment and com-
munity safety scrutiny panel on 
Thursday, 16th March  by Mark 
Stevens, the authority’s assistant 
director of direct services.

Mark’s presentation revealed 
the plant room had been 
flooded by sewage and that the 
source of the flood had still not 
been found – with some foul 
water continuing to leak into 

H
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Rise in child 
safeguarding 
referrals to 

Haringey Council

Closed leisure centre will 
not reopen for months as 

repairs continue

The council is also facing 
“challenges” to the recruitment 
and retention of social workers

Tottenham Green Pools and Fitness requires 
£380,000-worth of repairs before it can reopen, 
reports Simon Allin, Local Democracy Reporter

with the increase in referrals.
Bev added that although some 

of the data was higher than in pre-
vious years, the response had not 
been reduced.

Panel member Lotte Collett asked 
officers to explain why the number 
of education, health and care plans 
(EHCPs) issued by the council had 
fallen by around 50 year-on-year, 
with the percentage issued within 
20 weeks dropping from 67% to 
30%. EHCPs are designed to pro-
vide additional support for young 
people with special educational 
needs and disabilities (Send).

Jacqueline Difalco, the council’s 
assistant director of early help pre-
vention and Send, said the figures 
had been impacted by a “signifi-
cant change in the service” result-
ing from a restructure. She said 

new workers had 
been recruited, 
and that during 
t h e  p a s t  f o u r 
months 70% of 
EHCPs had been 
completed within 
20 weeks.

The council is aiming to reduce 
the number of EHCPs as part of 
plans to avoid running up a huge 
budget def icit. It claims more 
early intervention work will 
reduce the need for the support 
plans, but some panel members 
have previously raised concerns 
that there could be a negative 
impact on children.

In response to a question from 
panel member Anna Abela, Bev 
gave assurances that the council was 
taking an “ethical approach” to the 
recruitment of social workers from 
overseas and providing support and 
training to help them relocate.

The report reveals there have 
been “challenges” to the recruit-
ment and retention of social 
workers, “particularly during the 
Covid-19 period”. It adds that the 
council has put in place a number 
of measures to retain qualified staff, 
including setting up a children’s 
services academy.

BY SIMON ALLIN, LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER

the plant room.
The electrical systems at 

Tottenham Green are not 
mounted on a plinth as they 
are at the council’s other leisure 
centres, meaning they were sub-
merged by the flooding and the 
power had to be cut off.

Mark told the meeting that 
water was coming up from 
beneath the concrete floor of 
the plant room and contained 
faecal matter, which “suggests 
it is foul water”. He added 
that this indicates there is a 
problem with the foul water 
sewer running under the cen-
tre – but Thames Water “think 
there is nothing wrong with 
their system”.

Restoring the low-voltage 
systems – set to cost around 
£80,000 – will enable the gym, 
library, and customer services 
centre to reopen. The swimming 
pools rely on the high-voltage 
system, which is expected to 
take 16 weeks to rebuild at a 
cost of around £300,000.

Panel member Ibrahim Ali, 
who represents Bruce Castle 
ward, said the ongoing closure 
of the centre had “far-reaching 
consequences for the entire 
community” and branded the 
situation “utterly intolerable”. 
He asked why basic repair works 
had not started sooner.

Mark replied that several 
weeks had been spent trying to 
find the source of the leak and 
ensuring the power supply could 
be switched back on safely.

Panel members Michelle 
Simmons-Safo and Alexandra 
Worrell asked what was being 
done to find alternative provi-
sion for affected residents living 
in some of the most “marginal-
ised and impoverished” parts 
of the borough, warning that 
aspiring athletes were being 
prevented from training.

Mark said the council had 
been signposting people to 
Park Road Pools and Fitness 
in Crouch End and New 
River Sport and Fitness, as 
well as Fusion-run centres in 
other boroughs.

The panel heard that the pools 
at the Park Road centre were tem-
porarily closed in January because 
automatic chemical dosing sys-
tems had not been working prop-
erly, meaning the chemicals were 
being added to the water by hand.

Mark said the council’s leisure 
and environmental health teams 
visited the centre and were “very 
uncomfortable with what they 
saw”. The council ordered the 
pools to be closed until the 
automatic dosing system was 
back up and running and other 
repair works were completed, he 
added. The pools at Park Road 
reopened on 8th February.

The council has now stepped 
up its monitoring of the leisure 
centres. Mark said some cus-
tomers had complained they 
had not received refunds for 
the closures, and the council had 
been “totally on their [Fusion’s] 
case trying to tackle that issue”.

Tottenham  
Green Pools  
and Fitness
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The launch of ‘Haringey and Hackney 
Writers Anthology’ will take place on 
Saturday, 22nd April, 1pm at Newington 
Green Meeting House

To find out more:  
Visit gardensresidents.blogspot.com

BY GEORGE DENNIS

A HISTORIC ROMAN KILN IS 
set to return to its Highgate 
Wood home in 2024 thanks 
to a £243,550 grant from The 
National Lottery Heritage Fund 
to the Friends of Highgate 
Roman Kiln (FOHRK).

Having been housed in sev-
eral institutions across London 
– and until recently hidden in 
storage beneath the Bruce Cas-
tle Museum – the pieces will be 
displayed in a new visitor centre. 

FOR ME, LIVING IN HARINGEY 
means I’ve become part of a local 
community, from chatting with 
Tim at All Good Bookshop to 
spending a week at the end of last 
summer attending all the amazing 
events at the Haringey Arts Festi-
val. We have an incredibly diverse 
community, which people from all 
around the world have been able 
to call home over the years. Har-
ingey is somewhere I feel I belong, 
that accepts me for who I am.

Our publishing house, Indie 
Novella, is thrilled to launch an 
open call for Haringey and Hackney- 
based writers this month. The 

WINTER IS  GR ADUALLY 
waning, and the warmth of the 
sun is returning. At this time of 
year, we all notice the beauty of 
new life, green shoots with sprout-
ing yellow explosions – even the 
air smells sweeter. This is a signal 
to start enjoying more time out-
doors. The benefits of gardening 
are well purported, however in the 
cramped space of London it can 
be difficult to find our own patch 
of green – enter the Garden Resi-
dents Association (GRA) and their 
community garden. Tucked away 
under the railway on Doncaster 
Gardens, this is a haven for com-
munity and green fingered friends. 
It’s the perfect time of year to get 
involved, seeds are being sown and 
the wan of winter is slowly being 
washed away with colourful bursts 
of spring flowers. 

There are regular community 
gardening sessions on the weekend, 
parents bring their children who 
can get dirt under their fingernails 
poking holes in the soil to plant 
seeds, and every member gets 
stuck in. I have been conducting 
research on the area and through 
this have been able to access the joy 
of interacting with the community 
and admire the hard work of GRA 
members. It’s a rare thing to find 
such familiarity in a local area, 
especially London! The space has 
been carved out by dutiful individ-
uals and is welcoming and warm. 
It is not only a place for nature 
to thrive in but is multipurpose, 
with film screenings in the sum-
mer and Christmas carols in the 
winter. There is no better time to 
pop along with an Easter egg hunt, 
sunflower planting competition, 
and wildflower scattering occurring 
for Easter on Saturday, 1st April. 

All fired up

Notes on 
gardening

Word on the street

A new exhibition will bring a historic Highgate 
kiln back to the local community

In the first of a new 
column, Garden 

Residents Association 
researcher Olivia 

Macheta writes on 
finding green spaces 

in Haringey

Haringey publisher Indie Novella are launching a new anthology 
written by its local communities – Damien Mosley explains more

HARINGEY-WIDE

HIGHGATE HARRINGAY

This new project, ‘Firing Lon-
don’s Imagination: An Inclusive 
Approach to Highgate’s Roman 
Pottery Heritage’, will invite 
Londoners to retrace their city’s 
Roman heritage through a range 
of community and educational 
activities from kiln reconstruc-
tion to creating a community 
mosaic in the woods.

FOHRK are set to appoint 
an engagement off icer this 
summer who, as well as over-
seeing the careful preservation 
and display of the artefacts, 
will champion the new centre 
as a space for education and 
community outreach. 

Secretary to FOHRK Nick 
Pacey viewed the project as 
the next step in the charity’s 
uniting of history and com-
munity organising, following 

anthology, which is funded by 
Arts Council England, aims to 
both showcase the work of local 
writers, poets and authors, and 
shine a light on the wonderful, 
diverse communities they repre-
sent. We are particularly excited 
about our launch event which 
will be followed by a panel dis-
cussion where local authors and 
publishers will talk more about 
the project, how Indie Novella is 
bringing more local writers into 
publishing, and how you and your 
community can get involved.

We are looking for anything 
between 30 and 5,000 words – an 

on from the success of earlier 
programmes such as the 2010 
‘Haringey Potter Project’. 

Zena Brabazon, cabinet mem-
ber for children, schools and fam-
ilies, commented: “I’m delighted 
to hear that the Highgate Roman 
kiln will be going back to its orig-
inal home at Highgate Wood 
where it was discovered over 50 
years ago. As one of the jewels in 
the crown of our archaeological 
heritage here in Haringey, it’s 
wonderful that residents will soon 
be able to visit it in the location 
where it was once used during 
Roman times.”

Chair of FOHRK, Catherine 
West MP, said: “This is fantastic 

extract of a novel, a short story, 
poetry, essays, opinion pieces – and 
it can cover any theme just as long 
as it is your own work. Your extract 
also does not need to be in English 
and we welcome submissions in 
any language, especially ones clos-
est to your communities.

With each submission we want 
to hear about you and your story. 
It can be a couple of hundred 
words or a bit longer, and can be 
anything you want: what being 
a resident of Haringey means to 
you; how you came to live here; 
how you feel it has changed in 
your time; or just about you and 

news and a huge step forward in 
bringing this precious Roman 
kiln back to Highgate Wood 
where it belongs. I want it to be 
on display in the wood, inspir-
ing community learning, crafts 
and heritage.”

Although excavated in the 
1960s and 70s, the kiln remains 
one of the best-preserved in the 
UK, and is thought to be the last 
built by the Highgate Wood pot-
ters between 50CE–160CE. The 
return of the kiln will highlight 
Highgate’s historic position as 
the centre of pottery supply 
for Londinium, the capital of 
Roman Britain, and the rest of 
southeast England.

anything you want to say. We 
want our anthology to provide 
an authentic representation of 
the wide and varied voices of our 
communities and showcase the 
creativity that stems from them.

We were, after all, founded to pro-
mote writing at a grassroots level in 
local communities. One of the key 
reasons Indie Novella was set up 
was to give a voice to writers whose 
stories previously went unheard and 
to tell the world what being part of 
our local communities is really like.

Claire Skinner, FOHRK patron, admires pots made at  
the Haringey Heritage Fair at Bruce Castle in May 2022

Tony Brown, co-director of the dig that found the Roman pottery factory 
in Highgate Wood, draws the Highgate Roman kiln in 1967

Replica pots ready for firing in a reconstructed 
Roman kiln in Highgate Wood in 2010
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Advertisement

We offer licence advertising 
for local businesses

Do you need to apply for a business licence? Whether 
it’s for premises, operational or special treatment 

licence, you will need to advertise your licence in the 
local area. Here at HCP, we can help:

Email mark@socialspider.com | Call 07711 057 096
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ADVERTISE WITH US

Our newspapers are a growing and valued part 
of the local community – loved by readers who 

want to read about what matters to them. Be 
part of that and advertise with us! 

Our publications Haringey Community Press, 
Barnet Post, Waltham Forest Echo, Enfield 

Dispatch, and EC1 Echo cover a wide area of 
North London and part of The City. 

For the borough of Haringey, we distribute 
15,000 free copies to readers via local, 

community venues, and door-to-door, with a 
total estimated readership of 45,000 people.

NO.5EC1 ECHO
      

EC1 Echo is the 
area's free community 
newspaper. We publish 

bi-monthly and 
distribute 5,000 free 

copies each issue – and 
we will continue to do 
so during the ongoing 

public health crisis.

Email
EC1Echo@peelinstitute.org.uk

Post
7–11 Coppermill Lane, 

Walthamstow E17 7HA

Contact Klaudia Kiss:
Call 020 8521 7956

Email 
klaudia@socialspider.com
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Streets ahead
The coronavirus has brought 
anti-car measures forward

u r  s t r e e t s  a r e 
c h a n g i n g .  T h e 
pandemic has has-
tened policies to 

rid them of cars and encour-
age walking and cycling. TfL 
has added extra space to paths 
in London, giving space to 
walk while maintaining social 
distancing – and there are 
other initiatives afoot that will 
impact traffi  c in Clerkenwell.

Islington’s PeopleFriendly 
Streets initiative was ann-
ounced recently to motivate 
walking and cycling, help air 
pollution and enable Isling-
ton Council to achieve a net-
zero carbon borough by 2030. 
These streets are designed to 
allow social distancing by way 
of bollards, planters and smart 
cameras, and while residents 
will be able to access their 
streets in vehicles, they’re 
designed to cut out ‘rat runs’. 

Cllr Rowena Champion, 

dding to several 
existing providers, 
Clerkenwell has 
seen the trial of 

London’s fi rst free and shared 
electric bike scheme, with 200 
e-bikes across Islington. 

The HumanForest bikes off er 

O

A

Islington Council’s executive 
member for Environment 
and Transport, said: “We are 
working hard to create people-
friendly streets, where it is 
easier and safer for local people 
to walk and cycle, and where 
streets are more pleasant for all.”

Another Islington initia-
tive moving apace is School 
Streets, set up in 2018 to 
reduce traffi  c outside schools 
and create safer environments 
for children. Numbers of 
School Streets are set to rise 
to 39 by the end of this year.

All change on Old Street
TfL is also working with the 
City of London Corporation 
to improve routes between 
Old Street and Bank, Cannon 
Street and Holborn to Bank, 
touching on parts of EC1.

Meanwhile, the Greater 
London Authority, in one of 
the biggest car-free initiatives 

20 minutes free – after which it 
is 12p a minute – calculated as the 
time that it takes to cycle 5km. 

The e-bikes are electric, 
dockless and zero-emission 
and don’t have an unlocking 
fee. The GPS e-bikes can 
reach up to 15mph. “The 

of any city in the world, has 
announced that main streets 
including between Old Street 
and Holborn will be limited 
to buses, pedestrians and 
cyclists. London follows Milan 
and Paris both of which have 
instituted car-free measures.

As Cllr Champion said, “We 
therefore welcome the Mayor’s 
announcement that the Old 
Street to Clerkenwell Road 
corridor will be prioritised for 
buses, pedestrians, cyclists and 
emergency services, creating a 
more people-friendly environ-
ment for local people. Eliminat-
ing through traffi  c on the Old 
Street and Clerkenwell Road 
corridor will help to achieve our 
goal of creating people-friendly 
streets all over Islington.”

Last year Islington announced 
it would shut Old Street and 
Clerkenwell Road to through 
traffi  c, partly motivated by a 
series of bicycle accidents. 

transformation towards a 
more sustainable society has 
accelerated in recent months 
and transport is a very real 
way for Londoners to make a 
diff erence,” said HumanFor-
est’s Caroline Seton.
Visit humanforest.co.uk

95% / 0.52

1st August

Waxing 
Gibbous

Waxing 
Gibbous

30th Sept

98% / 0.5

2

e hope you enjoy this, 
the fifth issue of the 
free EC1 Echo. Thanks 

to the success of our recent 
crowdfunding campaign, not to 
mention the invaluable support 
of our members, advertisers and 
stakeholders, we’re delighted to 
report that we will be publishing 
the EC1 Echo for months to 
come. Thanks to all our friends, 
old and new, equipped with our 
colourful tote bag (pictured).

With such changes in our area 
fo l lowing  lockdown,  we are 
looking at a new environment. 
Opposite this page we look at 
the changed traffic priorities 
that have been hastened by the 
coronavirus and inside, how the 
Covid-19 Mutual Aid network will 
continue. And we’ve seen some 
sad losses but also some gains, 
such as the new microbrewery 
on Exmouth Market with its 
part-owner, pop star Rick Astley. 
And we’ll continue to bring news 
from EC1 – its voluntary groups, 
projects and campaigns, news 
and events – as well as providing 
a platform for local  writers 
and photographers. 

Since EC1 Echo is a non-profit 
publication, all the money we 
receive is reinvested to help us be 
the best community newspaper 
we can. If you’ve enjoyed this 
issue do consider joining our 
membership scheme where you 
can help EC1 Echo to grow. 

W

EC1 Echo 
moves 

forward

Action on clean air

NEWS IN BRIEF

Starters
Korean Fried Caulifl ower

Fish Cakes with Tartar Sauce

Scotch Egg
Crab Muffi  n with Girolle Mushrooms 

& Spiced Butter

Tomato & Basil Soup

Pipers Farm Duck Leg Terrine with 
Crispy Duck Skin & Peach Confi t

Mains
Beer Battered Haddock & Chips 

with Mushy Peas

Theobald's Aged 8oz Ribeye Steak with 
Béarnaise & Fries (+£5)

Burrata, Heritage Tomato and Summer Flowers

Free Range Roast Chicken with 
Pearl Barley & Sweetcorn

House Burger, Bacon, Cheese, Tomato, 
Gem Lettuce with Chips

"Beyond Meat" Burger, Spicy Coleslaw, 
Vegan Cheese with Chips (Vegan)

Desserts 
Sticky Toffee Pudding with Ice Cream

Raspberry Pavlova with Lime Curd & Vanilla Cream

Vegan Chocolate Brownie

English Artisan Cheeses, Chutney & Crackers (+£4)

THE SEKFORDE
The Sekforde, 34 Sekforde Street EC1R 0HA

0207 250 0010
thesekforde.com

info@thesekforde.com
Instagram: @the_sekforde 

WAS £20, NOW £10

FOR TWO COURSES
MON–WED

"This place is something of  a gem 
in an unassuming part of  town"

"It keeps all the charm of  being the 
neighbourhood's best pub"

Quoted from Evening Standard's 50 Best Pubs in London

Advertisement

Example full page advert

Call Klaudia 07903 212 659
Email klaudia@socialspider.com
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he trust that runs 
Alexandra Palace 
has seen a marked 

improvement in its finances 
just months after forecasting 
a £2million deficit.

In December, a report 
warned Alexandra Park and 
Palace Charitable Trust needed 
a financial bailout because 
soaring energy bills were set 
to leave it £2.3m 
in the red dur- 
ing 2023/24.

But the trust 
now expects 
the deficit to be 
£1.4m instead, 
after an uptick in 
its financial per-
formance and an 
extension of the government’s 
energy discount scheme.

A report presented to 
a meeting of the coun-
cil’s Alexandra Palace and 
Park Board on 27th March 
reveals the trust has cut gas 
and electricity usage to keep 
costs down. For 2022/23, its 
operating deficit is expected 
to be £677,000.

Plans to introduce car 
parking charges from April 
are set to raise further cash, 
although delays to the project 
have resulted in a net funding 
gap of £150,000 during the 
current financial year.

The meeting also heard 
plans drawn up by Go Ape, 
which has run an adventure 
course in the park since 2017, 
to create a mini-car track for 
children between the ages of 

housands of social hous-
ing tenants were put 
at potential risk after 
Haringey Council failed 

to meet fire and electrical safety 
requirements, a watchdog has found.

The Regulator of Social Housing 
(RSH) said there was the potential 
for “serious detriment” to the coun-
cil’s tenants after ruling the local 
authority had breached UK con-
sumer standards.

According to the regulator, 
the council failed to complete a 
significant number of fire safety 
tasks, including 4,000 that were 
deemed high risk.

The watchdog found the council 
did not have up-to-date electri-
cal safety reports for thousands 
of homes. Its investigation also 
revealed more than 100 proper-
ties had serious hazards and nearly 
5,000 did not meet minimum social 
housing standards.

Kate Dodsworth, director of 
consumer regulation at RSH, said: 
“Haringey Council put thousands 
of tenants at potential risk by failing 
to meet health and safety require-
ments for fire and electrical safety. 
Our investigation has also revealed 
that a significant number of Har-
ingey Council homes do not meet 
the decent homes standard.

“The council needs to act urgently 

T

Better news for 
Ally Pally’s finances 
but venue remains 

in the red
Improvement since dire warnings 
from last year with forecast deficit 

now down to £1.4m

Investigation by housing regulator finds more 
than 100 Haringey Council properties had 

serious hazards and nearly 5,000 did not meet 
minimum social housing standards

BY SIMON ALLIN, LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER

T

“Spring and 
summer at 

the palace are 
set to be as 

busy as ever”

three and eleven. If it wins 
planning permission, the 
track will be created in a for-
mer deer enclosure. Go Ape 
has invested around £1m in 
the park and a report states 
that the new activity will 
boost the company’s finan-
cial contribution.

A spokesperson for the trust 
said Go Ape’s proposal had 

been reviewed 
by its commit-
tees representing 
residents and 
local stakehold-
ers, as well as its 
trustee board, 
a n d  w o u l d 
now be worked 
through by its 

management team.
Speaking after the meet-

ing, trust chair Emine Ibra-
him said: “Our f inancial 
projections have improved, 
following good progress since 
the end of last year. This is 
thanks to a strong commer-
cial performance in recent 
months, extension of the 
energy bill relief scheme and 

energy efficiencies that have 
been made.

“Spring and summer at the 
palace are set to be as busy as 
ever and will include celebrat-
ing our 150th anniversary. We 
are looking forward to pro-
viding a packed programme 
of community events, theatre 
and live music for people to 
enjoy, with all activities con-
tributing to the future of 
Alexandra Park and Palace.”

BY SIMON ALLIN, LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER

to put things right for tenants, and 
we are monitoring it closely as it 
does this.”

The council brought the man-
agement of its housing service 
– previously outsourced to council- 
owned management firm Homes 
for Haringey – back under its 
direct control in June last year. It 
referred itself to the watchdog in 
January after identifying a failure 
to meet statutory health and safety 
requirements in some of its homes.

The council is now undertak-
ing a full condition survey of its 
tenants’ homes and has put a pro-
gramme in place to address the 
issues. It says it has already taken 
actions to ensure the number of 
overdue tasks starts to rapidly 
come down.

Dawn Barnes, the Liberal Dem-
ocrat group’s spokesperson for 
housing, described the regulator’s 
findings as “completely damning” 
and said the failings “must be cor-
rected immediately”.

Cllr Barnes added: “Haringey 
also faces real questions about how 
this was able to happen, and how 
long they knew about these issues 
before action was taken. Tenants 
deserve answers and complete 
transparency over the issues Har-
ingey is aware of in their proper-
ties and when they will be brought 

up to acceptable standards.”
Council leader Peray Ahmet and 

chief executive Andy Donald said 
in a joint statement that the reg-
ulator’s findings confirmed what 
they had expected – that there are 
“some serious shortcomings in our 
current services in key areas of com-
pliance including electrical safety 
and fire risk assessments”.

They added: “We fully under-
stand that a well-maintained home 
is a foundation that every person 
living in this borough should be 
able to expect. We are very sorry 
that our residents have not been 
receiving the quality of service that 
they should have done. What is 
important now is that we move 
quickly to change this.

“Our tenants and leaseholders are 
experts about their homes, estates 
and communities, and we want to 
benefit from their views and expe-
riences as we look to improve the 
way we work.

“The council has taken a series of 
actions to ensure the number of over-
due actions starts to rapidly come 
down since we initially reported the 
figures to the regulator in December.

“We know that we need to build 
trust with our tenants, build trust 
with our leaseholders and we will 
only be able to do this when they see 
real progress on these issues.”

Council slammed by 
regulator after thousands 

of social homes breach 
minimum standards

Broadwater Farm Estate Credit Stefan Furner
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The Spouter’s 
Corner in  

Wood Green

The Spouter’s 
Corner in  

Wood Green

F
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S‘What’s in a London Pub Name?’ by Sam 

Cullen and James Potts is available at 
Highgate Books, House of Books and 
other bookshops around the borough

Writer Sam Cullen takes 
us inside the story of 

Haringey’s pub names
he latest pub audit carried out by 
the Greater London Authority (GLA) 
revealed that there are 120 pubs across 
Haringey. Nestled in amongst the 

typical names like The Nags Head, The Victoria 
Kings Head and The Rose and Crown are a scat-
ter of original and intriguing ones. I discovered 
these while digging down into the history of pub 
names for a book I wrote with my friend, James 
Potts – investigating the stories behind the 
names of an immense 656 pubs around London.

The pub names we covered in Haringey 
provide a fascinating insight into the history of 
the borough, revealing potentially long for-
gotten aspects of the local history of the area. 
In writing this book, we really wanted to go 
beyond solely focusing on the central London 
pubs which get all the attention as we felt the 
outer boroughs have plenty to offer too, so it 
was great Haringey’s pubs made such a mem-
orable contribution. My dad grew up in Wood 
Green and was a fan of both history, pubs – and 
Spurs – so I hope he would have liked this book.  

It is true that pubs find themselves under 
pressure like never before, with competition 
both from cheaper supermarket prices and 
the threat of conversion into commercial or 
residential premises. We hope that in creating 
a book that highlights so many different pubs 
across the city, we will encourage people to 
explore and venture to pubs they may not have 
tried before – we will certainly drink to that!

The Antwerp Arms
168–170 Church Road, Tottenham N17 8AS
Originally known as The Hope and Anchor, when 
a British brewery won several prizes as part of a 
beer exhibition held there in 1861, this pub was 
renamed after Antwerp as the owners wanted to 
proudly demonstrate how their beers had beaten 

T

off fierce competition from the Belgian 
brews. The Antwerp Arms almost van-
ished off the map for good in the early 
2010s, as the PubCo Enterprise planned 
to sell up to a property developer who 
would convert it into flats. However the 
community rallied together, setting up a 
co-operative to raise the money to buy it, 
with over 300 people investing as share-
holders. One of these included Totten-
ham legend Gary Mabbutt, who poured 
the first pint when it reopened in 2015.

The Great Northern Railway Tavern
67 High Street, Hornsey N8 7QB
Located on Hornsey High Street near the 
train station, this pub is named after the 
former company which built London 
King’s Cross station, which offered ser-
vices as far as York. The name vanished 
in 1923 as the company was merged 
with the Great Eastern Railway to form 
the London and North Eastern Railway 
Company, or LNER, which ran trains all 
the way up to Inverness. Both the Great 
Northern and LNER brands are back in 
use today, with Great Northern stop-
ping at various stations in the borough 
while LNER trains whoosh past at high 
speeds on their way to the north east.

The High Cross Pub
350 High Road, Tottenham N17 9HT
This unique example of a mock-Tudor 
fronted former-public-toilet-turned-
pub takes its name from a nearby 
monument which was originally built 
at the beginning of the 17th Century 

in order to mark the centre of  
Tottenham village.

Spouter’s Corner
180 High Road, Wood Green N22 6EJ
This pub is built on a piece of land which 
was once known as Spouter‘s Corner, 
used for open-air meetings. The first took 
place in support of the Reform League 
campaign to extend the right to vote to 
all men in 1867 – and the space was still 
in active use right up until the 1950s, 
hosting early Campaign for Nuclear Dis-
armament demos. There are probably still 
people keeping the tradition of spouting 
alive at the pub to this day – although 
perhaps not over such weighty matters. 

The Victoria Stakes
1 Muswell Hill N10 3TH
Though located at the opposite end of 
Alexandra Park to The Starting Gate, 
this pub name also commemorates the 
fact there was once a racetrack in the 
park. This building originally began life 
as a coach house and stables. The story 
goes that a lucky punter in the Victoria 
Stakes race at Alexandra Park used his 
winnings to buy this very pub and so 
named it after that race. While horse 
racing ceased at Ally Pally back in 1970, 
the Victoria Stakes race which started 
in 1903 at the Woodbine Racetrack 
in Toronto is still going strong.

Another 
round of 
history

The central 
London 
pubs get 
all the 

attention

T
he Victoria Stakes in Muswell 

H
ill
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The Great Northern Railway Tavern in Hornsey

Co-authors and beer-lovers 
Sam Cullen (pictured left) 

and James Potts



HCP

8
April 
2023

No  18

BY MIRIAM BALANESCU

The Haringey curator Sumitra Upham is one of four bringing their 
vision for the British Pavilion to life at this year’s Biennale

s someone whose work has 
flowed between the disci-
plines of architecture and 
design, the 18th Interna-

tional Architecture Exhibition – better 
known as the Biennale – could not be 
more of a fit for curator Sumitra Upham. 

Sumitra, a proud Haringey 
native, joins a collective of 

four who will be utilising 
various forms of creative 
expression to capture 
the essence of the 
UK’s social landscape 
for this year’s British 

Pavilion – no mean feat. 
“We were determined 

to use the platform of the 
British Pavilion to shine light on 

the ways in which everyday people, rather 
than architects or developers, impact 
urban and domestic spaces,” explained 
Sumitra. “We spent a lot of time discuss-
ing and observing how people interact 
with space through different social activ-
ities and cultural traditions, and how 
forms of grassroots organising can hold 
space for cultures and communities that 
are often overlooked in the planning of 
the built environment in Britain.

“Our argument is that architecture 
– with a capital ‘A’ – doesn’t always do 
a very good job of representing the 
breadth of cultures that call Britain 
home. Rituals, whether that be street 
processions or forms of worship, are 
powerful statements of human values 
and are helpful ways of understanding 
how different groups of people use and 
occupy space. If we paid more atten-
tion to these activities, cities might be 
designed in a more meaningful and 
equitable way in the future.”

The exhibition, titled Dancing Before 
the Moon, seems fuelled by recent con-
versations around redesigning spaces 
to become more inclusive, including 

A

Architecture doesn’t always do a very good job of 
representing the cultures that call Britain home

 Not standing on ceremony

architecture so representing Britain at 
the Venice Biennale of Architecture feels 
a bit overwhelming!” said Sumitra, who, 
by day, works as head of programmes at 
London’s Crafts Council. “As a curator, I 
am constantly thinking about adapting 
spaces through exhibition planning, 
helping to mediate experiences with the 
public, and ensuring their interests and 
needs are catered for in the programmes 
that I run. In many ways there is a lot of 
crossover with the role of the architect.”

Asked about her Haringey upbring-
ing, Sumitra said that the multicultural 
melting pot of Hornsey and Tottenham 
– where she lived until recently – have 
driven her work. “Our exhibition for the 
Biennale is about how diasporic rituals 
shape the built environment in Britain, 
but are often disregarded in conversa-
tions about architecture. Much of my 
perspective on this issue stems from 
growing up in Haringey and watching 
how the Turkish population in Green 
Lanes or the South Asian population in 
Turnpike Lane created spaces for their 
communities and cultures through estab-
lishing restaurants, bakeries, fabric shops 
and community centres. I remember The 
West Indian Cultural Centre in Wood 
Green being a central hub for intergener-
ational cultural activities that was hugely 
important to my Black friends and their 
families in feeling connected to the area. 
I hope it will reopen one day!

“The arts community in Haringey 
has always been thriving, but in recent 
years it seems to have grown. It’s great 
to see the Bernie Grant Arts Centre up 
and running, offering cultural activities 
for the local community. Places like 
New River Studios are always running 
parties and interesting art and music 
events. My good friend Jonny Banger 
has a great clothing shop and arts space 
in Seven Sisters. It’s a great place to live 
and work if you’re an artist or creative.”

transformed through the move-
ment and perspectives of people.

“To us, it’s important to present 
architecture in different forms so 
that it feels relevant to a wider 
range of people – architecture is 
more than buildings, after all.”

Through this, Sumitra and her 
co-curators hope to replicate in 
real time how various communi-
ties shape spaces with their own 
traditions and values. 

With this year’s team of 
diverse creatives, the work on 
show is set to push new bound-
aries. “I work at the periphery of 

revelations that city architecture 
has long disregarded the needs 
of women – neglecting to install 
more public women’s and gen-
der-neutral toilets or even light 
streets properly so that they 
are safe to walk at night.  

For the project commissioned 
by the British Council, the four 
curators plan to interweave dif-
ferent artistic practices, spanning 
film, music and craft. Architec-
ture, Sumitra said, cannot be put 
into an easily explainable box: “I 
try not to define it to be honest! 
What interests me is how space is 

‘Neighbourhood Garden’, Shawanda Corbett, 2020, Corvi-Mora London Credit Marcus Leith

‘Economy of the Dust’, 2022, Sandra Poulson, V.O. Curations, London, installation view 
Credit Sandra Poulson
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Miriam Balanescu speaks 
to Olympic gold medallist 
Beth Shriever, who will be 
visiting Alexandra Palace 

this month
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The Cycle Show is at Alexandra Palace 
from Friday, 21st April to Sunday, 23rd 
April. To find out more and book tickets: 
Visit cycleshow.co.uk

Off the 
beaten 
track

ne of Haringey’s more unusual events 
is an annual extravaganza celebrating 
all things cycling, aptly named The 
Cycle Show. It’s the biggest event of its 

kind in the UK and, playing host, Alexandra Pal-
ace becomes packed with exhibitors, demo tracks 
and starry cyclists, with events ranging from ‘track 
stand’ competitions – where cyclists must remain 
balanced with both feet on the pedals – to ‘jaw 
droppers’ where bikes are built in real time. 

This year, The Cycle Show celebrates its 20th 
anniversary, boasting an impressive line-up of 
cycling speakers and experts. Among them is 
BMX racer Beth Shriever, who nabbed gold in the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics against Colombia’s reigning 
champion Mariana Pajon. Her win came moments 
after Kye Whyte won silver in the men’s BMX 
final, the UK’s first Olympic medal for the sport. 

BMX is less known than other cycling sports. 
“There was a track not too far from where I 
lived,” explained Beth. “I’ve got two younger 
brothers, so all three of us went and had a 
look. We just loved it from the get go, basi-
cally. It’s quite a family-oriented sport.”

More perilous perhaps than other types 
of cycling, BMX racing takes place on pur-
pose-built courses with the course changing 
height. Athletes literally ‘fly’ over the track, 
reaching heights of several feet. “You’ve 
got to have a good head on your shoulders, 
you’ve got to be confident and not be scared 
to try new things as well,” insisted Beth. 

Despite Beth being the leading female BMX 
racer in the run up to Tokyo and World Junior 
Champion in 2017, UK Sport announced in 
2019 that it would not be funding female BMX 

O

I proved to 
everyone 

that girls can 
do it, that we 
do deserve 
the chance

racers, on the basis that a medal had 
never been won for the sport by a 
British athlete. This meant that Beth 
initially had to resort to crowdfunding 
to pay her way, while also working 
as a part-time teaching assistant. 

“It was like: ‘Why aren’t we getting 
the same opportunity as the guys?’” 
said Beth. “But for me, I just didn’t 
lose hope. I knew that I could do it. 

“Once UK Sport and the National 
Lottery saw my potential and gave me 
the chance, I proved to everyone that 
girls can do it, that we do deserve the 
chance and we do deserve the funding.”

And so, actually racing in the games 
almost became secondary to this 
initial saga: “It was quite a journey to 
actually get there,” Beth said. “It was 
obviously my dream to just be able to 
compete at the games, let alone win.

“I was having such a good time with 
Kye, Ross and my coaches. I think the 
fact that I was just taking it all in and 
just enjoying every moment helped me 
in itself. I wasn’t worried about the rac-
ing and I wasn’t worried about a result. I 
was just focusing on myself, and making 
the most of every single experience.

“I’m now with the bigger girls 
and I’ve made my mark in the elite 
women category – the only way 
is up from here now, really.”

An important part of the sport is 
staying level-headed, something which 
became challenging when Beth saw her 
teammate Kye win seconds before her. 
“I work quite closely with a psychologist 
and it’s actually quite funny – before 
the games we went through every single 
scenario that could have happened and 

that was one of the scenarios because we 
knew Kye was racing before me,” Beth 
recalled. Seeing Kye win silver, Beth 
teared up. “I had to bring myself back 
and be like: ‘Right, it’s my turn now, 
focus on the process, it doesn’t need to 
change anything.’ Then off I went.”

Now, Beth is a full-time cyclist, “able 
to do what I can to be the best that I 
can,” she urged. Inspiring a new gen-
eration of BMX racers and spreading 
the word about the sport is one of her 
goals. “Because it is quite a niche sport, 
I feel like it still needs to get out there 
more, it needs to be televised more, 
especially for women, and just show-
ing how cool a sport it is,” Beth said. 

“There were so many more people 
signing up to BMX clubs and getting 
their kids started,” she continued. 
“So, I think what we did helped a 
lot, but we just need to keep the ball 
rolling and keep the momentum 
going. Getting our world cups tele-
vised would be the next step for us.”

For Beth, the UK’s devotion to 
cycling comes nowhere near France 
or the Netherlands, “a cyclist’s 
country”. Events like The Cycle 
Show, she hopes, can be a boost 
to the industry, an opportunity to 
show “what our sport’s about”.

“It’s always good to get it out 
there and make links with people, 
because once people realize how 
cool our sport is, they like to get 
involved – and that’s what we want.”

HCP

9
April 
2023

No  18

Verona BMX 
European Cup 

race held in  
March this year
Credit Navada 

BMX Photography
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To find out more visit: collage-arts.org

Golden  
(coll)age

Haringey writer Pat Devereaux guides 
us through the labyrinthine creative 
hub of Wood Green – and introduces 

Collage Arts at its epicentre

“Art spaces like ours 
are under threat”

nder wintry, grey 
sk ie s  in  Wo o d 
Green, behind the 
high street shop-

ping centres, the first signs of a 
bohemian spring are stirring. 
Artists, poets and musicians are 
returning to their studios to 
create new and inspiring works. 

This mecca for creatives 
extends from Wood Green 
Station down Station Road 
past the iconic  Green Rooms 
arts hotel and Blue House Yard. 
Turn left down Mayes Road 
and right into Coburg Road 
to f ind the Karamel vegan 
restaurant which doubles as a 
comedy and jazz venue. 

Above Karamel is  the 
vibrant Collage Arts hub with 
its offices, studios and interac-
tive spaces. Across  the road are 
warehouses which house more 
artists’ studios and the Pram 
Depot (a charity facility for  
mothers and babies in need). 
The layout of this quarter 
is organic and changes 
as disused buildings 
become available. 

Collage Arts formed 
over 30 years ago in the former 
Chocolate Factory building. 
The charity has  since trans-
formed into a leading arts 
development agency which 
has altered the Haringey  com-
munity through its creative 

Karamel is a creative hub in Wood Green

A Collage Artists exhibition at Karamel

A Collage Artists exhibition at Karamel

Artist Nicole Price and her still life paintings in her studio at Collage Arts
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spaces and support of artistic 
people of all ages. 

Chief executive Manoj 
Ambasna and deputy director 
Preeti Dasgupta are the archi-
tects of this creative vision in 
Wood Green. Exhibitions, 
music and training events 
take place in the neighbour-
hood’s warehouse and office 
block periphery. 

As a result of Collage Arts’ 
forward-thinking programmes 
over the years, Wood Green 
now has a high  concentration 
of artists, designers, musicians 
and recording studios, all of 
which operate in this cluster 
of studios mostly managed by 
Collage Arts. 

The community programmes 
continue to tackle issues like 
loneliness among elders and 
youth gang  culture. They run 
performing arts and training 
programmes for young people 
and a lunch club for older 

men and women of colour. 
“We enable people through 
our space because we have a 
tenacious fundraising team and 
many creative professionals at 
our disposal,” said Preeti. “Our 
activities are funded partly by 

the money raised from renting 
out studio space.” 

In tough times, we need cre-
atives to revive our flagging spir-
its. With all the current political, 
economic and environmental 
turmoil we need areas and 
projects like this all the more.

“During the pandemic, when 
we couldn’t open the studios, 
we continued to support the 
community,” Manoj said. “More 
than 100 older women of 
colour worked with us online. 
We continued to support 
schools with  virtual and face-
to-face programmes.”  

Manoj urged: “Art spaces 
like ours are under threat. 
This year already we have 
lost nearly a  quarter of the 
spaces we operate. After being 
outbid on a building, we had 
to say goodbye to artists  who 
had been with us for over 20 
years. This trend is being rep-
licated across London – a 2018 

report  by the mayor of 
London suggested that 
24% of artist studios 
included in the study 
were at risk of  closure 

by 2023. We are starting to 
have conversations with 
developers and landlords in 
the  area again and are keen to 
highlight the value that artists 
bring to Wood Green.”
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Book launch

Exhibition

Theatre

Comedy

Exhibition

Youth club

Market

Carole Boyce Davies
Thursday, 6th April, 7pm–9pm
New Beacon Books, 76 Stroud 
Green Rd, Finsbury Park N4 3EN

The garlanded Caribbean-American 
author Carole Boyce Davies will stop 
by Stroud Green this month to launch 
her latest book, ‘Black Women’s Rights: 
Leadership and the Circularities of 
Power’. This follows on from her deep 
research into the Trinidad and Toba-
go-born journalist Claudia Jones, and 
is set to be an insightful talk. Spaces are 
limited so make sure to book in advance. 

£5–£10
Visit bit.ly/3z8u9UG

Small Tom, Middle Tom,  
Floor Tom, Crash 
Wednesday, 5th April– 
Sunday, 14th May
Jealous North, 27 Park Rd N8 8TE

Inspired by childhood, family and nos-
talgia, the artist Adam Bridgland returns 
to pioneering gallery Jealous North with 
a new collection of experimental work 
underpinned by his bold signature style. 
Each new piece is prompted by a box 
of memorabilia found at his childhood 
home after his mother’s passing, while 
nine monoprints are also created in col-
laboration with his own son. Adam has 
previously exhibited at the likes of the 
Royal Academy and Curwen Gallery. 

Free
Visit jealousgallery.com

The Place I Call Home
Saturday, 22nd April, 2.30pm & 5pm
Bernie Grant Arts Centre, Town 
Hall Approach Rd, Tottenham 
Green N15 4RX

An original and freshly concocted 
show by a youth theatre company of 
30 11–16-year-olds, audiences are 
guaranteed bags of family-friendly 
fun with ‘The Place I Call Home’. 
Haringey Shed have been leading 
the charge when it comes to crea-
tive opportunities for young people 
in the borough, and this theatrical 
showcase tussles with themes of 
identity through the setting of a 
strange new reality. 

Free
Visit haringeyshed.org

Scramble!
Thursday, 20th April, 8pm–10pm
Vivid Studios, Florentia Clothing 
Village, Vale Rd, Harringay 
Warehouse District N4 1TD

Catch some local comedy talent with 
Harringay’s own club Scramble! which 
boasts an eclectic line-up of laugh-mak-
ers. Previous performances have seen 
all manner of tomfoolery, from clown 
sketches to drag shows – plus, an au-
dience member is “guaranteed to get 
something” all for a very affordable 
ticket price. 

Tickets £3
Visit instagram.com/scramble_show

London Independent 
Photography 
Until Sunday, 2nd April
The Original Gallery, First Floor, 
Hornsey Library N8 9JA

Putting the spotlight on independent 
photographers, this exhibition will 
draw together works by local crea-
tors such as Sabrina Merolla, who has 
been documenting the work of com-
munities of tree protectors around 
London, especially in Haringey. A 
meet the artist event will also take 
place on Saturday, 1st April.

Free
Visit londonphotography.
org.uk/upcoming

Easter Ceramics Market
Sat, 1st–Sun, 2nd April, 11am–5pm
Turning Earth, Woodside Works, 
Summersby Rd N6 5UH

115 ceramic artists will take to Sum-
mersby Road for a vibrant day of live 
music, street food and demonstra-
tions. Each maker is based footsteps 
away from the Turning Earth studio, 
which holds the title of being Lon-
don’s largest co-works ceramics stu-
dio – Highgate being their newest 
addition. This studio is now home 
to 20th century studio ceramics by 
Bernard Leach, Richard Hammersboi 
and Alison Britton, as well as being a 
hub for the craft.

Free
Visit turningearth.org

For next month’s listings, email the details of your event  
to hcp@socialspider.com by Monday 17th April

C.O.A.C Youth Club
Tuesday, 25th April, 4.30pm–5.30pm
The Engine Room, Unit A, Eagle 
Heights, Lebus St N17 9FU

Supporting young people aged 7-10 
whose parents are separated, this youth 
club meets on the last Tuesday of each 
month, providing activities, snacks and 
– most importantly – a safe environ-
ment for children to make new friends 
in. The new club is backed by Haringey 
Giving and Paths Through Change. 

Free
Visit pathsthroughchange.com/
register-2

LISTINGS
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here is something 
charming and delight-
fully surprising about 
Isa L Levy, whose 

non-conformism seems to run 
through her work and her very 
being. Like her paintings, her 
colourful presence jumps out of 
the canvas to meet you.  

Born in 1948 in Cardiff, Isa 
grew up in a tight-knit Jewish 
community. Her parents were 
very involved in the Cardiff 
Reform Synagogue. Her mother 
ran retail shops and her father 
went from teaching to lecturing 
at the university. At school, Isa 
enjoyed ballet, drama and art and 
won music and drama prizes.  

“I vividly remember the poet 
Dylan Thomas visiting our 
family in Wales and I sat on his 
knee,” said Isa. “He was a friend 
of my uncle, Mervyn Levy, an art 
critic and writer. Dylan and my 
uncle shared a Chelsea home for 
a while. I feel I identified with 
my uncle who was seen as the 
black sheep of the family.”

As a teenager in the swinging 
60s, Isa heard The Beatles play 
live in Cardiff. Bob Dylan, Carol 
King, Joni Mitchell and Leonard 
Cohen also all influenced her 
own music. In her late teens, she 
began to question her sexual-
ity: “A great deal of confusion 
played out in my inner world 
at this time, which I was wres-

T

The launch of ‘Conversations 
with a Blank Canvas’ will be held 
at Karamel Restaurant, 4 Coburg 
Road N22 6UJ on 15th April 2023. 
Isa’s artwork will be on display

Pat Devereaux 
speaks to Isa L Levy 
about her career in 
the arts, spanning 
one-woman shows 
to eclectic paintings

Life in colour

Isa Levy

‘In my own Light’ 
by Isa Levy

HCP

11
April 
2023

No  18

tling with: what my parents’ 
expectations were, and who I 
actually was.” 

Isa said her life experiences 
have taught her that “as we iden-
tify with a negative inner world 
our soul dies, but not quite. 
With my creativity, I learnt to 
dance in the light rather than 
cower in the shadows too scared 
to speak.” 

Later, Isa began to write her 
own one-woman shows. One was 
called Take Off with Mrs Frum-
burger, a comedy act which she 
performed at the Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe. Another perfor-
mance was held at Wormwood 
Scrubs Prison, to those sentenced 
to life inside, and it culminated 
in a near riot. 

Now a Haringey-based arts 
psychotherapist, Isa expressed 
in her recently published mem-
oir Conversations With a Blank 
Canvas that she identifies as a 
Jew ancestrally, culturally and 
creatively through her Eastern 
European roots. 

One of her most extraordinary 
paintings featured in the book is 
titled Memory To My Roots: After 
Kitaj. Another of her outstand-
ing paintings is called The Rabbi’s 
Daughter. It is a thought-provok-
ing portrait of Shoshi Rayner, 
commissioned by the late Rabbi 
Rayner of St John’s Wood Liberal 
Jewish Synagogue.

Her memoir follows a chronol-
ogy of eight decades, revealing 
her growth and evolution. The 
dominant metaphor is that of 
engaging with a blank canvas 
before one begins to paint, 
dealing with themes such as the 
recovery from ‘black and white’ 
feelings of depression and lone-

liness to reaching a more mean-
ingful, colourful life through 
psychotherapy, creative expres-
sion and spiritual rejuvenation. 
Over the decades, Isa shows how 
she journeyed from a false self 
to a more authentic version.  

“Through my art, 
therapy and writing, 
I learnt that the 
life-force spirit can 
be rejuvenated 
and it can bring us 
freedom from the 
past,” Isa insisted.

The memoir rev-
eals Isa’s own psycho-
logical, artistic and spiritual 
processes through images, 
poetry and words, as she sheds 
and reforms new evolutions to 
reach a state of belonging.

As well as photographs relat-
ing to her life and relationships, 
Isa has included colour plates of 
her vivid paintings in the book. 
She is an accomplished artist, 
who completed a masters in 
arts and psychotherapy at the 
Institute for Arts in Therapy 
and Education (IATE) in her 
early 60s. 

Her own artist’s studio is 
based at Collage Arts. Over the 
years, she has produced some 
450 paintings there. In her sev-
enth decade, Isa began a new 
career as an arts psychothera-
pist. In her eighth decade, she 
returned to the stage in a musi-
cal production based on Susie 
Orbach’s book Fat is a Feminist 
Issue. Who can say what the 
next decades will bring. 

Visit the Antwerp Arms
Tottenham’s only 

community owned pub

www.antwerparms.co.uk
168-170 Church Road N17 8AS
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Beer Festival 7–10 April
8th Birthday Party 7 May
Vinyl Night every Tuesday
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Olivia Opara samples the delicious dishes at Seven Sisters’ Nigerian tapas nook, Chuku’s
ating Nigerian food as tapas is 
a bit like going to Lagos and 
everyone speaking with a Span-
ish accent. 

As weird as that sounds, that is truly 
how eating at Chuku’s, a hip new 

eatery a stone’s throw from 
Seven Sisters Station, felt 

to me as a Nigerian. The 
atmosphere was chilled 
out and relaxing, with 
Nigerian afrobeats play-
ing  on  lo op  and  an 

appealing aroma waft-
ing in from the kitchen. 

The vibrant yet subtle decor 
made it feel like I had wandered 

into late summer, as waves of laughter 
simmered across the restaurant with 
smiles on the faces of every diner. 

I cannot lie and say that the idea of my 
native cuisine being dished up as tapas did 
not daunt me – but it was an experience. 

Typically, we eat swallows (soft starchy 
doughs eaten with various soups) by hand 
with a big bowl of soup – my favourite 
combination being semolina and okra 
soup. So, when I saw the egusi bowl with 
three egusi balls on top of dollops of trico-
lour stews, I initially felt perplexed: I have 
to eat this with a fork? But I am glad I 
looked past that and tried it. This new way 
of eating swallow made me really appreci-
ate how unique our food is. The egusi balls 
were soft pillows, allowing the tri-colour 

E

“The pumpkin 
peanut stew on rice 
cakes felt like Kano 

in autumn”

Small plates, big flavour

E
R

V
I
E
W

Chin chin 
cheesecake

(From left, 
clockwise) fried 
cassava chips, 
fried plantain,  
moi moi, slow-

cooked ‘honey-
bean’ stew, egusi 

bowl (centre)

Caramel kuli kuli chicken

Chuku’s, 274 High Road, Tottenham N15 4AJ. 
For more information: chukuslondon.co.uk
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stews to really shine. The experience took 
me back to when I used to sit down on 
the floor with my siblings and eat from 
the pot together. It took me back home. 

I then tried the jollof quinoa that I had 
been side-eyeing – waiting for that sweet 
Nigerian party jollof explosion to envelop 
me – but this did not meet my expecta-
tions in more ways than one. Where was 
the aromatic tatashe blend, the smokey 
‘mama put’ embrace one would feel from 
eating jollof? It tasted 
somewhat transparent, 
with the quinoa – trans-
lucent like glass – unable 
to hold the flavour. As 
I continued tucking 
in, the murmurs of 
spices eventually came 
through and toro m uto. It was different, a 
kind of difference that grows on you with 
every bite, very slowly. As much as I would 
have preferred the more traditional rice, 
the quinoa brought its own unique-
ness to the well known dish  
of West-Central Africa. 

The sinasir and miyan 
taushe truly transported 
me through my taste 
buds. The pumpkin pea-
nut stew on rice cakes 
felt like Kano in autumn, 
if Kano was a European city 
littered with orange, brown 
and red leaves. It gave me that 

autumn-esque warmth of a jazz cafe in 
late September, early October. It was truly 
comforting – with the cinnamon sugar 
and coconut dressed dodo (fried plantain) 
trapping me in this Nigerian autumn with 
its delicate sweetness of a spiced latte and 
contrasting savoury aftertaste.

Bringing me back to a wistful summer 
feel, the cassava and ata din din was a 
divine burst of tangy and fiery flavours. 
The discovery that cassava can be eaten as 

salty fries made it even 
better. When paired 
with the shredded 
chicken ata din din, the 
dish whisked me to the 
bustling food stalls in 
the village markets back 
home where you would 

quickly hop off the okada (motorcycle taxi) 
to purchase a ‘light chop’ for the journey. 

At this point, I was beginning to feel full 
despite the dainty sizes of the platters but 

there was still the moi moi (a savoury 
steamed pudding made from 

pureed beans) to sample. It 
was strangely sweet – unlike 
the more traditional ver-
sion – but with the usual 
tender texture. 

The closing star of this 
experience was the chin 

chin cheesecake. Now, I love 
cheesecake (despite being 

lactose intolerant) and when I 

heard about chin chin – a fried biscuit like 
snack – being re-envisioned as cheesecake, 
my interest was piqued. My excitement 
was met with a rich creamy taste of orange 
and ginger.

Glancing around the restaurant, to see 
other people of different cultures and eth-
nicities tucking into dishes like egusi and 
ata din din and genuinely enjoying Nige-
rian food made me realise that this is true 
diversity. The opportunity to experience 
other cultures just through food, to me, is 
a beautiful form of cultural appreciation.

The contentious jollof quinoa
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To find out more visit: allpeopleallplaces.org 

For our latest column exploring the repercussions of the 
cost-of-living crisis for different local communities, George 
Dunstall, CEO at All People All Places and councillor for 

Stroud Green, shares the impact on rough sleepers

tatistics show that the number 
of people rough sleeping in 
England has risen for the first 
time in half a decade. Official 

figures show that approximately 3,069 
people slept rough in 2022, a sharp 
increase of 26% since the year before. 

In 2021, All People All Places (APAP) 
opened the doors on a new chapter in 
its development. In response to a need 
identified in consultation with homeless 
clients of our yearly night shelter provi-
sion, we opened a small day centre. This 
service was intended to provide safe and 
welcoming respite to those individuals 
who were homeless and rough sleeping 
across Enfield and Haringey. 

The last six months have been the bus-
iest we have experienced, with increas-
ing numbers of new clients approaching 
us for support and advocacy, continued 
work with existing clients and deliv-
ery of our night shelter provision. The 
recent publication of data in relation 
to homelessness across the country 
highlights why we are busier than ever. 
Worryingly, for more than half of those 
found rough sleeping it was the first 
time they had been identified. (The big-
gest indicator for vulnerability to rough 
sleeping is usually having experienced 
homelessness before). 

We are seeing high numbers of vul-
nerable clients living in private rented 
accommodation where, with the added 

S
incredibly limited. Their income 
is often not going to increase sig-
nificantly to afford them a more 
expensive property and, further-
more, the contraction of available 
rental properties causes a further 
pressure on rents to increase – it 
is a vicious circle which is keeping 
some people trapped in unsuit-
able and unfit housing for fear of 
being evicted and leaving others 
without a home at all. 

Central government has the 
key to addressing the acute end 
of the housing crisis. Local Hous-
ing Allowance, set nationally, is 
now hugely out of line with the 
actual cost of rents in the capi-
tal. For many, the private rented 
sector is the only option open 
to them and they are left to top 
up their rent to a tune that is 
unsustainable and unaffordable 
especially in the current financial 
climate. Many vulnerable clients 
find themselves in supported 
accommodation and when 

burden of increased utility costs, 
their monthly outgoings simply 
outstrip their income to such a 
degree that arrears accumu-
late rapidly. For many, whose 
income is already ‘maximised’, 
the options are limited to one-
off discretionary support or 
an increased reliance on the 
provision available through 
foodbanks. Where we used to 
hand out a couple of foodbank 
vouchers a month, it is now a 
weekly occurrence. 

As interest rates have risen, the 
costs for landlords of servicing a 
mortgage have increased. This 
is having a disproportionate 
impact at the lower end of the 
rental market where landlords 
either need to increase the rent 
or simply sell the property. As a 
result of this, we are also seeing 
an increase in clients coming to 
us having been served a Section 
21 ‘no fault’ eviction notice. The 
options for these individuals are 

We urgently need a review of Local 
Housing Allowance rates

ready to make the move into more 
independent accommodation 
or find work are unable to 
because of the prohibi-
tive costs of both the 
rent deposit and the 
reduction in Universal 
Credit if they increase 
their working hours. 

More social hous-
ing is, of course, much 
needed. However, that is a 
long-term solution to a huge 
issue. It is a sad fact that housing benefit 
props up private landlords – however, 
that is not the fault of those who need 
the support. We urgently need a review 
of Local Housing Allowance rates to 
ensure that they are actually f it for 
purpose and do not push people into 
homelessness. It is far more expensive 
and personally destructive to support 
someone from the streets into stable 
accommodation than to keep them 
there in the first place.

We continue to support and advocate 
on behalf of all the clients that present 
to us. However, we are in a challeng-
ing fundraising environment and the 
work is ever-more complex. As a locally 
focused organisation, we rely heavily on 
the generosity of our local community 
for donations, funding and their com-
mitment to volunteering with us.
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George Dunstall, 
CEO of All People 

All Places
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FREE AUDITIONS! 20 APRIL

HEARD
THE 
NEWS?

London Youth Choirs has launched a choir in 

Tottenham! LYC North East is for all children in 

School Years 3-6 and is based at the Bernie Grant 

Arts Centre. You’ll enjoy weekly musical training 

plus amazing performances across London all 

year round: we sing on stage, on radio on TV! You 

don’t need to have sung in choirs before and 

generous fi nancial assistance is available.

Scan the QR code for more info and to sign up, 

or visit londonyouthchoirs
.com
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The very 
existence of 

this fuel bank 
signifies an 
ongoing fuel 

poverty
“Neighbours 

have ‘no recourse 
to public funds’ 

stamped on  
their visa”

hen Totten-
ham Food-
bank saw a 
sharp rise in 

people asking for parcels 
that needed minimal or no 
cooking (even finding that 
some were using kettles to 
cook as it is more cost effec-
tive), they knew they needed 
to take action. Founding a 
‘fuel bank’ in October 2022, 
they now provide vouchers 
towards these costs of up 
to £49, usually limited to 
three vouchers within a six 
month period. 

While the fuel bank has 
helped many pay their 
energy bills, which in turn 
can enable people to cook 
a wider range of meals for 
their families, it simply 
cannot be celebrated as 

a long-term 
solut ion. I f 
anything, the 
very existence 
o f  th i s  fue l 
bank signifies 
an  ongoing 
fuel poverty 
– and an even 
more deeply 
ent renched 
deprivation – 
in Haringey.

Lydia, whose 
name has been 

changed to protect her iden-
tity, regularly uses the fuel  
bank and disclosed that 
she struggles to make ends 
meet. She is constantly 
conscious about the choices 
she makes – having to forgo 
food because the little 
money she has is now being 
spent on energy bills. She 
felt stuck and didn’t know 
who else to go to for sup-
port. Like Lydia, there are 
many who live with fuel 
poverty in Haringey. 

Official statistics show that 
in 2018, Haringey had the 
second highest percentage 
of residents living in fuel 
poverty in London. In 2020, 
15,391 Haringey households 
experienced fuel poverty, 
making up 14% of residents. 

Current data on fuel  

ver the past decade, 
many residents of 
Haringey have felt the 
cruel effects of the UK’s 

‘hostile environment’ immigration 
policy. The Windrush scandal and 
the Rwanda policy are now well 
known. Some of our neighbours 
have ‘no recourse to public funds’ 
stamped on their visa, preventing 
them from accessing the majority 
of welfare benefits; others spend 
decades unable to sort out their 
immigration status. EU citizens have 
been stripped of their rights. As a 
result, people in our midst live with 
insecurity, exclusion, and the threat 
of destitution. The recent Home 
Office removal of asylum seekers 
from a Muswell Hill hotel is yet 
one more example. In contrast, the 
group I volunteer with, Haringey 
Welcome, demands dignity, respect, 

W

O

As Tottenham Foodbank launches a 
new initiative to help people with gas 

and electricity bills, Olivia Opara 
explains why more needs to be done

Lucy Nabijou, coordinator of Haringey 
Welcome, explains why campaigning against 
harmful government rhetoric on migration is 

crucial to bringing communities together

People cannot 
depend on vouchers 

to be able to cook

To find out more:  
Visit nosmallvictories.buzzsprout.com

Haringey Welcome members gather in central London

Welcoming change

and welcome for all racialised and 
minoritized communities.

My name is Lucy Nabijou and 
I’m coordinator of Haringey Wel-
come. We are a grassroots group 
of residents and have been cam-
paigning for eight years against the 
hostile environment as it affects 
our community. 
We have worked 
to get Syrian and 
Afghan families 
accepted here. 
We have raised 
awa r e n e s s  i n 
schools through 
arts projects, and 
campaigned for 
the council to 
develop its own ‘welcome strat-
egy’. Our most recent project is a 
podcast series – No Small Victories: 
Community Tales of Resistance. 

As government and media 
rhetoric on migration becomes 
ever more dehumanising and 
fuels far right violence, our podcast 
aims to provide an alternative: 
a way for Haringey residents 
to share their experiences of  
the hostile environment. We join 

m a n y  o t h e r 
efforts across the 
country to present 
a more positive 
narrative about 
migration, comm- 
unity inclusion 
and solidarity. 

S e r i e s  o n e 
launched in Jan- 
uary. Our guests 

so far include Jessica Potter, North 
Middlesex Hospital consultant 
and healthcare campaigner; Leyla 
Laksari, CEO of Living Under One 
Sun community hub; Joel, mem-
ber of Haringey Anti-Raids; and 
Alison Davy, director of Nor-
thumberland Park’s Community 
Cook Up project. To preserve a 
record of these experiences, the 
full interviews are held at the Liv-
ing Refugee Archive, University 
of East London. 

If you have a story to share for 
our podcast, we’d love to hear 
from you. We hope you’ll tune 
in and enjoy listening!

poverty only accounts up 
to 2020 and considering 
stacking costs in the wake 
of Covid-19 and present-day 
inf lation, one begins to 
wonder how many more 
are now at risk of living in 
fuel poverty in Haringey 
when one’s income does 
not match the cost of living.

In fact, there are areas in 
Haringey that are some of 
the most deprived in the 
country, with high levels of 
poverty and crime. In 2019, 
Northumberland Park was 
ranked in the Mayor of Lon-
don’s City Intelligence 2020 
report the London ward with 
the second highest level of 
deprivation with a multiple 
deprivation index (IMD) 
score of 2. Haringey placed 
fourth as the most deprived 
London borough. 

In the same year, Har-
ingey was the 42nd most 
income-deprived of the 
316 local authorities in 
England (excluding the 
Isles of Scilly) – with 17% of 
those living in the borough 
income-deprived.

With many people sur-
viving from paycheck to 
paycheck, children steeped in 
poverty and parents choosing 
to starve to heat their homes, 
a serious discussion that 
brings real sustainable long-
term solutions is urgently 
needed. Tottenham’s fuel 
bank already cannot help 
everyone in need and cer-
tainly cannot continue to 
do so, especially when the 
Energy Price Guarantee is 
set to increase from £2,500 
to £3,000 for ‘typical’ annual 
consumption in July. 

People cannot depend on 
vouchers to be able to cook 
and have warm showers 
and they should not have 
to. The state in which people 
are living is humiliating and 
quite frankly appalling, beg-
ging the question: are they 
actually living when, like 
Lydia, they are constantly 
calculating how every penny 
should be spent so they can 
survive until tomorrow? Protests as asylum seekers are removed from a hotel in Haringey
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Tottenham Hale’s newly elected councillor 
Sean O’Donovan shares his views on 

building for change in the borough
ydney Webb once 
wrote of a councillor 
walking along “the 
municipal pavement 

[…] cleansed by municipal 
brooms with municipal 
water.” He passed the munici-
pal school and the municipal 
park before he entered the 
municipal library to prepare 
his next speech at the munic-
ipal town hall.

“Socialism, sir –” the coun-
cillor would then say “– don’t 
waste the time of a practical 
man by your fantastic absur-
dities. Self-help, sir, individ-
ual self-help, that’s what has 
made our city what it is.”

The social reformer Syd-
ney Webb may have been 
writing in the 1900s, but as 
I walk through the streets 
of Tottenham Hale, where 
I was elected as a councillor 
last month, I see the same 
pavements, schools, council 
housing and parks created 
and maintained not by pri-
vate greed but for public 
need – planned and financed 
collectively, owned by us all.

Those public owned assets 
are our common wealth, 
built with the sweat and toil 
of generations before ours 
and must be retained for the 
generations to come. My own 
father, who like many Irish-
men worked on building sites 
“tearing down and building 
England up” after the Second 
World War, was particularly 
proud when he was working 
on council homes built by the 
people for the people. 

Throughout the world, 
we have seen privatisation 
where public assets and pub-
lic spaces are transferred into 
private ownership. The power 
of private capital may seem 
too big to defeat, but in fact 
urban initiatives often led by 
local councils and community 
and voluntary organisations 
are successfully challenging 
and reversing this process in 
many countries. 

The challenge for any 

S

LETTERS

ighgate i s  com-
mitted to raising 
awareness of envi-

ronmental sustainability and 
encouraging our pupils, their fam-
ilies and our staff to be as green as 
we can be” – these are words taken 
from the Highgate School website.

The school devotes a whole 
page to ‘sustainability’ and 
even claims to be a ‘friend of 
the Heath’. Imagine if the sur-
rounding heath land was made 
out of plastic grass? Would it be 
popular with visitors and nature? 
Would Highgate School wish to 
be associated with a plastic piece 
of turf? Of course not.

Well, that is what the school is 
proposing for their far field site. 
They wish to “improve drainage” 
and replace the grass, which is both 
easy on the eye and immensely help-
ful to nature, with artificial rubbish.

Haringey Council doesn’t need 
me to tell them just how damag-
ing the plastic – made from fossil 
fuels – is to nature and ecology in 
a terraced house setting, let alone 
an area of this size.

This application is a test for both 
the school and council. It is not too 
late, following many objections, to 
withdraw this controversial and 
awful plan. The council – having 
declared a ‘climate emergency’ – 
must remember how its demo-
cratically-elected members voted 
and say no.

Justin Hinchcliffe
Harringay

am writing in support of the 
traffic management schemes 
that were installed in Haringey 

to provide streets fit for people of 
all ages. I urge the council to con-
tinue rolling out this programme 
across the borough, so that many 
residents can travel actively, safely 
and healthily to destinations 
beyond their own neighbourhood, 
as well as dramatically reducing 
carbon emissions in the borough.

The results of the recent Totten-
ham Hale by-election indicate that 
this is not an election issue, how-
ever much the Tories try to turn 
it into one. All the major parties 
in the borough support this type 
of scheme. The noisy opposition 
from a small handful of opponents 
do not speak for the mostly silent 
majority who would value having 
people-friendly streets in Haringey.

There are multiple reasons why 

e, the members of 
Haringey Migrant 
Justice Coalition, 

condemn in the strongest pos-
sible terms the horrific far-right 
riot that took place in Knowsley 
outside a hotel accommodating 
vulnerable asylum seekers, 
including children, on Friday, 
10th February.

This action by a minority 
group contradicts our experience 
of the support and welcome that 
refugees and asylum seekers have 
had from the British public who 
have shown sympathy and prac-
tical aid to refugees fleeing war 
and other forms of violence in 
their homelands.

This violence in Knowsley will 
have caused terror and panic 
amongst people who have experi-
enced torture, slavery, and extreme 
violence, and who deserve safety 
and welcome. The violence also 
posed a grave threat to protesters 
who had gathered peacefully to 
support the hotel residents.

We furthermore utterly con-
demn the dangerously inflamma-
tory racist rhetoric used by Home 
Secretary Suella Braverman, and 
that of other government and 
opposition politicians and media 
commentators, who continue to 
whip up hatred towards refugees 
and migrants.

As members of a proudly diverse 
community, we call for an end to 
all racist language and violence, 
and for justice, welcome and soli-
darity with refugees and migrants 
living in our communities.

Haringey Welcome members
Haringey
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Made in plastic

Noisy opposition

Fighting racism

Dear HCP

Dear HCP

Dear HCP

local councillor is not just to 
protect our publicly owned 
assets but to increase our 
common wealth. Beyond 
this, what is really needed is 
systemic change in the way 
we construct and value the 
urban environment. 

Architecture can be a cat-
alyst for community cohe-
sion and the alleviation of 
poverty. Working together 
to challenge the traditional 
motives of urban design, 
we can ensure that cities 
become an inclusive place 
for all, and do not simply 
serve the interests of capital, 
wealth accumulation and 
hyper-consumption.

A prime example of this 
is the Tower Gardens Estate 
in Tottenham built between 
1904 and 1913 by the London 
Council. This estate was built 
to help people in Tottenham 
and the East End move out 
of appalling overcrowded 
slums and make a fresh start 
in healthier conditions. The 
homes were constructed to a 
high standard inspired by the 
arts and crafts movements, 
providing many amenities 
along with front gardens and 
backyards. The estate has its 
own park, flower beds, tennis 
courts and a bowling green. 

Tower Gardens is famous 
throughout Europe for not 
only providing safe, secure 
housing at a time of extreme 
poverty but also a living 
environment where residents 
could thrive and enjoy life – a 
housing development in the 
1910s which offered not just 
bread but roses too. 

We can do this again. As a 
new councillor I have been 
particularly impressed by the 
passion and enthusiasm of 
council officers planning the 
first new council home building 
programmes for a generation.  

Led by Ruth Gordon, the 
cabinet member for house- 
building and placemaking, 
these programmes seek to 
directly reflect the needs of 

local residents. They will be 
co-designed, giving the commu-
nity real influence over 
community spaces, 
playgrounds and 
public realm 
i m p r o v e -
ments: homes 
bui l t  with 
sustainabil-
i ty at  their 
heart to tackle 
the climate ch- 
ange emergency.

It is a trend long estab-
lished in Haringey, and re- 
emphasised by counci l 
leader Peray Ahmet, that 
resident participation and co- 
production in decision-mak-
ing is vital. When I first came 
to Haringey over 
40 years ago as a 
student, I found a 
community that 
would not accept 
things as they were 
but  s t rugg led , 
campaigned and 
united against pov-
erty, poor housing 
and racism. We are 
rightly proud of 
our community 
a n d  vo l u n ta r y 
organisations, and 
councillors play a vital role as 
a link between the local res-
idents in their ward and our 
civil society organisations, so 
that nothing is decided about 
us without us. 

I am honoured to have 
been elected as a Tottenham 
Hale councillor at this excit-
ing, but challenging time for 
us all. I will continue a proud 
tradition of fighting for social 
justice and socialism, against 
food poverty, for the right to 
live in a decent house, and 
for climate justice, working 
together with my council col-
leagues to give all our young 
people real opportunities so 
that no one is left behind. 

Architecture can  
be a catalyst for 

community cohesion

Email HCP@socialspider.com before Monday 17th April
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Cllr Sean 
O’Donovan

To contact Cllr Seán O’Donovan
Call 07980 316 787
Email Sean.ODonovan@ 
haringey.gov.uk 

I found a 
community 
that would 
not accept 
things as 
they were

these schemes are important – 
in particular for children, who 
make up almost a quarter of the 
borough’s population: reduction 
in air pollution, which affects chil-
dren much worse than most other 
residents; increase in road safety; 
increase in the possibility of healthy 
and active travel options; and an 
increase in use of public transport.

It takes time for these schemes 
to bed in. I was all the more 
impressed, therefore, when walk-
ing and catching the 230 bus 
along Philip Lane – a boundary 
road between the newly filtered 
neighbourhoods of Bruce Grove 
and St Ann’s – to find that far from 
additional traff ic having been 
diverted onto this road from the 
filtered areas, there was if anything 
less traffic than before.

Annabel Gregory
Alexandra Park



WE ARE LOOKING FOR PEOPLE IN HARINGEY WHO CAN HELP SUPPORT US TO  
PRODUCE MORE HIGH-QUALITY LOCAL JOURNALISM IN HARINGEY COMMUNITY PRESS

Find out more at: haringeycommunitypress.co.uk/membership

Can you help us? Our membership scheme has many different options depending on your 
ability to contribute. Rewards include having a copy of the paper posted to you every month. 

Local businesses and charities can also sign up and access discounts on advertising.

OUR CURRENT MEMBERS

· We have NO shareholders

· We have NO wealthy backers

· We are run by a small but dedicated  
team as part of a not-for-profit community 

interest company

· We hold authority to account, expose 
scandals, highlight inequality, promote good 
causes, and provide a platform for local people

· Every penny of income from HCP  
helps us deliver more journalism in Haringey

· The paper costs nearly £6,000 per month to  
produce and distribute, but monthly income 

is under £4,000 currently

· We currently have 97 supporters  
who contribute around 11% of our  

income, but we need more!

Michael Buchanan, Susie Fairweather, Peter Corley, Ole Hedemann, Andrew Leimdorfer, Caesar Gordon, Cherry McAskill, Susan Moyse, Ed Anderton, Karin Lock, Sarah 

Moore, Robert Lindsay-Smith, Theresa Kemp, Neil and Julie Le Milliere, Adzowa Kwabla-Oklikah, Ann Walsh, Diana Shelley, Emmie Robson, Nasser Baston, Jean Gray, Joe 

Culleton, Fiona Brindle, Carsten Jung, Juliane Heider, Niv Hachlili, Neville Collins, Christina Egan, Ruth Valentine, Matthew Dickinson, David Kitchen, Daniel Becker, John 

Power, Laura Dawson, Lewis Nebel, Annabel Gregory, Brian Cathcart, Tom Gwilliam, Trea Clenaghan, Nicholas da Costa, Michael Bimmler, Taylor Burge-Paxson, Anne Gray, 

Alicia Charles, Lucy Nabijou, John Field, Manuela Michel, Alan Bentley, Michael McDonough, Elodie Sarvaiya, Jessica Owens, Alicia Pivaro, Amelie Noack, Clare Davies, 

Catharine Perry, Suellen Edgar, Martin Laheen, Tricia O’Dell, Candy Amsden, Daniel Henrique Alves, Michelle Howard, Joe Hart, Robin Taylor, Jamila Wolf, Rita Gayford, 

Hannah Kuchler, Jonathan McKinley, Stuart Gillings, Emma Archibald, Lucie Holloway, Amanda Lillywhite, Emily Darko, Quentin Given, Rennah Satsuki Mills, Adam Saltiel, 

Peter Richards, Alyson Bradley, A Fairer Chance CIC, Lila Wisbeach, Ben Rider, Sally Sturgeon, Joe Reeve, Narmada Thiranagama, Livingston Gilchrist, Anton Root, Aryan 

Tehrani, Mick Egan, Justin Hinchcliffe, Ogo Okafor, Jason Sarris, Pamela Harling, Mike Hodges, Amit Kamal, Sophie Anne Cowper
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