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petition calling for man-
agement of Finsbury 
Park to be “taken out 
of Haringey Council’s 

hands” has been launched by the 
opposition Liberal Democrat group. 

Anger over events in Finsbury 
Park has continued since a Tough 
Mudder obstacle course in April 
this year caused what deputy council 
leader Mike Hakata said was “several 
weeks’ worth of damage to the park”. 

The council put a stop to all Tough 
Mudder and “further mud events” 
following the backlash – but local 
residents have been further frustrated 
by Live Nation and Krankbrother 
events held over the last two months.

In July, local campaign group 
Haringey Tree Protectors sounded 

the alarm on heavy equipment, 
including breeze blocks and metal 
sheets, being placed near tree roots 
in the park, breaching the coun-
cil’s guidelines which recommend a 
“three metre minimum distance for 
any equipment” from trees. 

On 6th August, the Friends of Fins-
bury Park (FoFP) said that, despite the 
council claiming heavy equipment 
had been removed, images taken that 
day evidenced that the organisers 
were still in breach of guidelines. 

Cllr Hakata responded to HCP’s 
request for comment by saying: 
“We’ve investigated concerns about 
root damage from events and 
asked event organisers to make 
some small adjustments but are 
confident no lasting or significant 
damage occurred.”

While Wireless Festival (managed 
by Live Nation) entirely closed off 
public access to the park, Krank-
brother events across two weekends 
in August were held in an area in the 
north of the park, which the events 
company said boasted “a beautiful 
tree lined carriageway” – resulting 
in calls from local environmen-
tal groups to move the event to 

a different location, due to its  
ecological importance. These 
requests were refused.

On 11th August, the council were 
further accused of “lopping off 
branches” of veteran trees to install 
toilets for the Krankbrother events. 

While  not 
responding to 
these allegations, 
C l l r  Hakata 
commented: “It 
is worth noting 
that none of 
the  t rees  in 
Finsbury Park 
are ancient or 
veteran.” Local 
groups have dis-
puted this claim. Cllr Hakata added 
that an ecological impact assessment 
of Finsbury Park was underway. 

Now, the Haringey Lib Dems are 
calling for control of the park to be 
given to an independent commu-
nity trust, “with neighbourhood and 
political representation from all areas 
surrounding the park”. 

In response to frustrations sur-
rounding a five-year deal with 
Wireless Festival – which FoFP say 

was secured without a “promised” 
public consultation – the Lib Dems 
are proposing a moratorium on all 
large events “until proper public con-
sultation can happen” and a local 
referendum on decisions on “the 
structure of how the park is run”. 

Tom Hemsley, a Lib Dem cam-
paigner in Stroud Green, said: 
“Events in Finsbury Park are often 
fantastic, bringing together wonder-
ful community and cultural groups 
from around Haringey. 

“However, this is first and fore-
most a public park, and the ongo-
ing environmental damage and 
loss of public space for residents is 
unacceptable. Lib Dems are clear: 
it’s time to take Finsbury Park out 
of the hands of Haringey Council. 
They mismanage it, they don’t value 
it as public space, and they don’t 
care about the concerns of the local 
community which uses it.”

Alessandra Rossetti, opposition 
spokesperson for parks, added: 
“The council’s mission should be 
to preserve the park for future gen-
erations and allowing this sort of 
environmental vandalism is sense-
less – especially after declaring a 
climate emergency.”

Bethany Anderson, co-chair of 
FoFP, commented: “We, like many 
in the community, understand that 
major events generate material 
funds. But what confuses us is why 
Finsbury Park doesn’t feel like one 
of London’s top parks – safe, wel-
coming, open to all. 

“We see no evidence of creative 
thinking around alternative ways to 

fund the park. 
We are worried 
that experience 
m i g h t  h ave 
been lost in the 
past six months 
with a spate of 
retirements and 
no news yet on 
replacement 
(we currently 
have no park 

ranger or park manager). The pace 
of infrastructure improvements is 
measured in years (CCTV, lighting) 
not weeks and months, the pace of 
repairs likewise similarly slow. 

“Common sense actions don’t 
appear to take place, for example 
making sure toilet facilities are open, 
that benches are repaired, that the 
park feels clean, that children’s play 
areas are maintained, that parking 
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don’t value it as public 

space, and they don’t care 
about the concerns of  
the local community 

which uses it”

Finsbury Park

Calls for Finsbury Park 
management to be ‘taken 

out of council’s hands’



07711 057096
Maia Wolf

maia@social
spider.com

At Haringey Community  
Press we believe that 

the borough deserves a 
newspaper that is written 
by and for local people, 

and which celebrates 
community in all its 
diversity. We believe 

that local news brings 
people together around 
the issues that matter 

most to them and ensures 
everyone can have a voice 
in local decision-making. 
Now more than ever we 
believe that the media 
should be responsive 

and accountable to the 
community it serves.

CONTACT

ADVERTISING

CREDITS

HCP@social 
spider.com 020 8367 2975

ABOUT

HCP is regulated by the Independent 
Press Standards Organisation (IPSO). For 

more information on HCP’s complaints 
policy and how to make a complaint visit:  
haringeycommunitypress.co.uk/complaints

Publisher
David Floyd

Editor
Miriam Balanescu

Designer
Jonathan Duncan

Head of Advertising
Klaudia Kiss

Local Democracy Reporter
Simon Allin
Tottenham  

Community Reporter
Olivia Opara

Contributors  
Paul Secher, Zoe Alleyne,  

Matt Turtle, Cllr Sean 
O’Donovan

EDITOR’S
LETTER

To find out more about the petition: 
Visit bit.ly/3OYXjgC

Local news that  
matters to you

ello and welcome to issue 23.
As we head into autumn, 

worries around the cost-
of-living, housing, renting and 
homelessness are likely to increase 
not just in Haringey, but across the 
UK and beyond. Our front page 
last month revealed that Haringey 
is ranked ninth out of 32 boroughs 
for empty homes – and the levels 
of poverty and homelessness are 
among the worst in London. The 
Museum of Homelessness, soon to 
fully open in Finsbury Park, is just 
one of many organisations which 
offer some hope – we hear from 
their co-founder on Page 12 about 
what they’re up to in the commu-
nity before gearing up to opening. 

On Page 7, find out all about 
Markfield Road Festival, a com-
munity-powered event which 
Haringey Community Press will 
be taking part in this year. We 
have a panel of award-winning 
local authors and writers joining 
us in discussion on Saturday, 9th 
September – and would love to 
see you there!

And finally, if you’ve been enjoy-
ing reading HCP please do consider 
signing up to our newsletter or 
making a donation. We highly 
value your support in helping us 
keep doing what we do. 

Enjoy!

H

Miriam Balanescu

is monitored, and anti-lock braking 
(ABS) is dealt with. 

“The community finds it hard 
to believe that an active, engaged 
management presence in the park 
would stand-by on some of the 
impacts we’ve seen this year. The 
avoidable environmental damage 
and event licence breaches are great 
examples. We want to avoid the 
sense that the council is tacitly over-
seeing a state of managed decline.” 

On whether they support the peti-
tion, Bethany commented: “FoFP 
support better park management 
and a less destructive funding model. 
We support management that pri-
oritises the needs of local residents 
of Haringey, Islington and Hackney 
and that protects the natural envi-
ronment while improving infrastruc-
ture. We would support a tri-borough  
management structure or structures 

An eerie shot of Lordship Recreation Ground – surprisingly taken during a fine art photographer’s summer walk. For your chance to have your pictures featured in our next 
issue, use the hashtag #haringey and tag us @haringeycp on social media Credit Joseph Djima Jnr, Instagram @joseph.dj.jnr 
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like City of London Corporation.
“We would like to experiment 

with initiatives recommended by 
the police, for example see the 
park locked and all lights turned 
off once sports groups have left 
the park after 10.30pm at night. 
[We would like to see a] public 
consultation and review of the 
major events policy [and] smaller, 
well-managed, ecologically sus-
tainable and community-focused 
affordable events.” 

Emily Arkell, cabinet member for 
culture, communities and leisure, 
commented: “We are immensely 
proud of Finsbury Park. We take 
seriously our responsibility to 
maintain it as one of the best green 
spaces in London and the benefits 
it brings to the local community.

“Management by the council 
ensures that the park is run in the 
interest of all residents. The high 

standards maintained by our team 
are demonstrated by its Green Flag 
Award, which the park has recently 
retained for 2023/24.

“The park has a long history 
of hosting events, and we are 
proud to continue this tradition 
by hosting some of the biggest 
names in music each summer. 
We are always looking to improve 
how events are managed, and 
regularly engage with stakehold-
ers in Haringey, Islington and 
Hackney to ensure that negative 
impacts are minimised.

“Events bring in around £1.2mil-
lion income each year, all of which 
is reinvested into the park, as well 
as providing a vital boost for local 
businesses. It would be very unfair 
on residents who use the park all 
year round to give that up.

“We hold organisers to account 
and aren’t afraid to act if standards 
fall short – made abundantly clear 
this year when we ended our arrange-
ment with Tough Mudder.

Branches “lopped off” trees in  
Finsbury Park Credit @ HarringayBirder
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Like any organisation The Engine 
Room is facing rapidly increasing 
costs. It is therefore very likely 
that as of 01 January 2024 we will 
need to increase our charges. 
However if you book your event 
by 31 st December for just a £100 
fully refundable damage deposit, 
2023 prices are locked in! Read 
our reviews on www.google.com 
or www.hallshire.com. Discounted 
rates apply for residents of N15 
and N17. We still have some dates 
available for 2023 but be quick as 
they will soon be gone!

• �No quibbles�full�refunds�on�any�bookings�cancelled�at�least�2�weeks�in�advance
•  �–�included�in�every�hire�is�access�to�our�community�kitchen�equipped�with�cooker�(induction�hobs),�

oven,�fridge,�kettles�(2)�and�microwaves�(2).�You�must�bring�your�own�plates,�cutlery�and�cups/glasses.
• Affordable�hire�-�Affordable�hire�Small�Hall�£40/hour*�(max�50�people).�Main�Hall�£65/hour*�(max�100�people)
• Convenient,�just�three�minutes�from�Tottenham�Hale�station,�with�parking�close�by�(payable)
��*THESE�COMMUNITY�RATES�APPLY�TO�RESIDENTS�OF�N15�AND�N17��

Holding your event at The Engine Room provides vital resources to help us support the community of Tottenham.  
Book online now at www.engineroom.org.uk/booking

E: info@engineroom.org.uk     W: www.engineroom.org.uk     T: 0208 808 5490 or 07957 193922
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The immunotherapy 
treatment baby Robin needs 

is not available in the  
UK – and £300,000 is 

needed to cover the costs

Muswell Hill family have launched an 
appeal to help save the life of their baby 
who suffers from a rare form of cancer. 

Robin, 18 months old, was diagnosed with 
a rare form of MYCN-amplified neuroblastoma after 
he turned one in January 2023. It’s a condition only 100 
children in the UK are diagnosed with each year, with 
around 50 such as Robin suffering from a high-risk strain.

After eight cycles of chemotherapy, a stem cell 
harvest, and nine-hour operation, his parents Rachel 
(who works in communications for a local charity) 
and composer-saxophonist Nick discovered that the 
immunotherapy treatment Robin needs to stay can-
cer-free is not available in the UK. 

Rachel told HCP: “It was a bit of a 
whirlwind of a few months. Every-
thing happened really fast. We know 
that the scope of the treatment here is 
somewhere between six to 18 months.

“It turns out he doesn’t qual-
ify for this immunotherapy here 
because he’s not going to have 
something called high-dose therapy 
next –because he doesn’t need it.”

Robin is in remission at the 
moment, but, due to the aggressive 
nature of his neuroblastoma – with 
cells dividing at a much faster rate 
than other cases – the cancer will 
return and he needs immunotherapy 
“to train the body to heal itself ”. 

Rachel adds: “Otherwise you have 
to have chemotherapy for the rest 
of your life.”

The only follow-up treatment avail-
able in the UK, should Robin qual-
ify, is high-dose chemotherapy with 
stem cell transplants – which carries 
a strong risk of causing seizures, fatal 
infection, and liver complications. 
The long-term complications could 
include infertility, secondary can-
cer, deafness, and permanent heart, 
lung and thyroid issues. 

Muswell  
Hill family  

issue appeal 
for baby’s  

cancer 
treatment

In the US and Barcelona, more 
advanced immunotherapy treatment 
would be available to Robin – but 
unfortunately, his parents currently 
don’t have the funds to cover it. Last 
month, Rachel and Nick started a 
crowdfunding campaign with the aim 
of travelling with Robin to Barcelona.

Rachel says: “It’s definitely the 
best option for us.

“He doesn’t have to go for a long 
period of time. We just go for a few 
days, he gets treated, we come back.”

For Rachel, this crowdfunding 
campaign is crucial. “I don’t know 
any other way, basically,” she says. “It’s 
been part of our lives since January, 
but there were some people that 
didn’t know.

“We don’t really ask much of other 
people ever. [When we launched the 

BY MIRIAM BALANESCU

campaign] they must have thought, 
this is really serious.”

The family have experienced a 
wave of support, with £94,274 raised 
at the time of publication. Intrepid 
Bakers in Hornsey donated half a 
day’s earnings to the cause, while 
father Nick has been playing a series 
of gigs at Haringey venues including 
The Great Northern Railway Tavern 
to boost their funds.  

The total needed to cover Robin’s 
five treatments is £300,000. 

Rachel emphasises how grateful 
she is for the support: “It gives us 
so much hope every day to see it. It 
really helps to counter the dark side 
of everything. You know that people 
are behind you.”

N
E
W
STo find out more visit: crowdfunder.

co.uk/p/help-baby-robin-survive-cancer
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Baby Robin and 
his parents at 

Finsbury Park’s 
The Castle 

Climbing Centre

Baby Robin
Credit Rachel 

Samuel
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£1,650 has been 
raised so far to fix 
cracks, leaks and  

subsidence at the site 
of New Beacon Books

George Padmore 
Institute calls for 
help with ‘urgent 
building repairs’

A

Visit gofundme.com/f/GPI-emergency-
fundraising-appeal

BY MIRIAM BALANESCU

n institute working to 
preserve the histories of 
Britain’s Black communi-
ties has issued an urgent 

appeal for help with building repairs. 
The George Padmore Institute (GPI) 

on Stroud Green Road, Finsbury Park, 
says its building “requires emergency 
repairs” to tackle issues including sub-
sidence and leaks. 

A fundraiser has been launched 
which has raised over £1,650 to save 
the building also housing New Beacon 
Books – which made history as the first 
Caribbean publishing house in the UK. 

A trustee, Sharmilla Beezmohun of 
GPI said: “Our staff, research-

ers, visitors, volunteers and 
New Beacon Books need 

a safe space to carry 
out their work.”

The institute hopes 
to raise £35,000 to cover 
repairs. Last year, GPI 

was made a national 
portfolio organisation by 

Arts Council England, receiv-
ing £219,000 over the course of 

three years, beginning April 2023 – but 
the institute says this is not enough to 
cover these “urgent building repairs”. 

Beezmohun added: “The grant covers 
a portion of our operating costs, and we 
continue to rely on donations to make 
up the remainder of the budget. 

“With increased energy costs along-
side inf lation, it is more and more 
difficult for us to reach our funding 
goals. And we have no funds to carry 
out capital building work.”

GPI was founded in 1991 by poet- 
activist John La Rose to house collec-
tions pertaining to the political, social 
and cultural contributions of Black 
and Brown people to British history.  
It followed on from New Beacon Books, 
which was founded in 1966 by La Rose 
and Sarah White in their Hornsey flat, 
before moving to Finsbury Park in 1967 
and expanding into a bookstore. 

The trustee said: “It’s been a place 
for people from schoolchildren to film 
producers to come and learn about 
Black British history, so it’s imperative 
that we safeguard this essential legacy 
by repairing our old Victorian terraced 
building as soon as possible.”

wo Tottenham by-elections will 
take place on the same day fol-
lowing the sudden resignation 
of two Labour councillors. 

By-elections for the South Tottenham 
and White Hart Lane wards will be held 
on Wednesday, 4th October. This comes 
following the resignation of Labour 
councillors Charles Adje and Yvonne 
Say who quit on Friday, 18th August. 

The reasons behind Adje and Say’s 
departure were not at first given by the 
council or Haringey Labour group but 
they have now both been put down to 
“personal reasons”.

Haringey Labour stated: “Both Charles 

esidents of a Tottenham 
estate are hosting public 
tours celebrating its 1970s 
architecture and design.

On 8th and 9th September, Ferry 
Lane Action Group (FLAG) is hosting 
two tours of Ferry Lane Estate as part 
of the Open House Festival. The tours 
will include visits to residents’ homes, 
information on the original architectural 
design, tenancy types and history, as well 
as taking in the bordering River Lea. 

Ferry Lane Estate was originally the 
site of the Harris Lebus furniture factory 

T

R

Twin Tottenham by-election dates 
confirmed following resignations

Residents host public tours of their 
Tottenham homes on a historic estate

Voters in South Tottenham and White Hart Lane wards  
will get a chance to pick new councillors in October

The Ferry Lane Estate was completed in 1978 and 
envisioned “a pleasant environment for residents”

BY OLIVIA OPARA

BY OLIVIA OPARA, TOTTENHAM 
COMMUNITY REPORTER

Adje and Yvonne Say have resigned from 
the council due to personal reasons and 
as a result two by-elections will be held in 
White Hart Lane and South Tottenham 
wards on 4th October 2023.

“Haringey Labour would like to extend 
our thanks to Yvonne and Charles for 
their service to our borough over many 
years. We are sad to see them go but wish 
them all the best for the future.”

There was speculation online last 
month that Adje has been living in Bris-
tol while serving as a Haringey councillor 
and that Say has also recently moved out 
of the borough. These rumours were 
not denied when they were put to the 
Haringey Labour group last month.

– the world’s largest, also occupying the 
area of Hale Village. The factory domi-
nated the UK furniture market during 
the 20th Century, employing around 
5,000 local residents before closing just 
over 50 years ago. 

The estate was designed and built by 
the Greater London Council (GLC), 
using neo-vernacular materials such as 
brick, tiles, and other ‘traditional’ materi-
als associated with indigenous structures. 

Paul Collier, secretary of FLAG and 
author of two books about the Lebus 
factory, said that the estate’s “low-den-
sity accommodation blocks” offered “an 
alternative to tall tower blocks that 
were favoured in the 1960s. With play 

Key dates for the October by-elections: 
• Monday, 18th September, 11.59pm 
– deadline to register to vote;
• Tuesday, 19th September, 5pm – deadline 
to receive new postal vote applications, 
or to change or cancel an existing postal, 
proxy or postal proxy vote arrangement;
• Tuesday, 26th September, 5pm – 
deadline to receive new proxy vote 
applications;
• Tuesday, 26th September, 5pm – 
deadline to apply for a voter auth- 
ority certif icate.

areas and communal green spaces the 
estate envisioned a pleasant environ-
ment for residents.”

Melissa and Vicky of Kessock Close and 
Jason of Armadale Close will be opening 
up their homes to tour attendees, allow-
ing them to see various architectural 
designs within the estate. 

Jason said: “This pioneering estate 
is standing the test of time. It vastly 
improved the sense of community 
through design innovations that were 
fatally lacking from many failed tower 
blocks of the 1960s. The dense tree 
planting and greening of the estate from 
the day it was built is now flourishing. 
Many people living here are proud to be 
part of this and to stand by that saying 
that their castle is their home.”

Vicky added: “I think it is important 
that people see how council flats were 
built in their heyday and the learning 
from the mistakes of the 1950s and 1960s 
to show that, if well thought through, 
these can provide a great place to live and 
generate thriving communities.”

To find out more visit: programme.openhouse.
org.uk/listings/7547

To find out more information about the 
by-elections and to register to vote:

Visit haringey.gov.uk/local-democracy/
elections-and-voting 

There is a range of 1970s architecture on show at Ferry Lane Estate Credit WikiCommons

A crack in the walls 
of the GPI office
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#LondonForEveryone

Home may feel far away, 
but it’s here too.

More than 1 in 3 Londoners* were born outside the UK. It’s normal to need 
support when you’ve moved to a new place – so we’re here to help.  

The Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, has launched the Migrant Londoners’ Hub
–  where you can find information about your rights and support services that 

can help you navigate your new home.   

Because anyone who makes this city their home is a Londoner.

Visit london.gov.uk/MLHub

*Source: Census 2021
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The council is currently consulting on 
proposals to make the beloved nature 

reserve more accessible to wheelchair users

lanned improvements to a 
Haringey nature reserve have 
sparked fears they could 
cause ecological damage 

and endanger vulnerable groups by 
allowing “super-fast cycling”.

Haringey Council has launched a con-
sultation on plans designed to boost the 
accessibility of Parkland Walk, London’s 
longest nature reserve, which follows the 
course of a former railway track between 
Finsbury Park and Alexandra Palace.

The council says it hopes to make 
the walk “more accessible and inclu-
sive for those with limited mobility, 
disabilities and physical restrictions.”

But local groups fear the plans – which 
may include resurfacing the pathway 
– could damage the environment and 
encourage “super-fast cycling”, poten-
tially putting children, the elderly and 
those with disabilities at risk of harm.

Cathy Meeus, vice-chair of the Friends 
of Parkland Walk group, said that in at 
least one of the places where the council 
was proposing wheelchair access it would 
“destroy an unnecessarily large part of 
the nature reserve by concreting it over”.

She explained that many entrances to 
the walk lead down from old railway 
bridges, and these would likely require 
ramps, while others leading directly 
from roads “could be made much more 
wheelchair-friendly with minimum 
impact on the nature reserve”.

Insisting the group was “not against 
disabled access”, Cathy described the 
current surface as a “fantastic compro-
mise between a reasonably hard and 
resilient surface, but also retaining 

P
mistrust towards the council 
around Parkland Walk, which 
they are still treating like a park 
and not a nature reserve”.

She said: “Our fears are, it is 
not going to enhance more but 
further degrade the ecology and 
wonderful nature of this place. It 
is a nature corridor – wildlife can 
travel across it uninterrupted 
and unimpeded.

“They are making ramps at the 
bridges. If they are going to be big-
ger ramps like at Stanhope Road, 
we are going to lose lots more 
trees. Just a hard path through 
some trees – that’s our fear.”

While a hard surface would 
be “great” for some users, Gio 
said it could lead to cyclists trav-
elling at “much faster speeds” 
and intimidating slower users. 
Warning that a non-porous 
cover could also encourage 
flooding, she said: “We want a 

the rural nature of the walk”. 
She said changing to a more 
“bonded” surface “would vastly 
change the aesthetic of the path-
way and could possibly impact 
on the wildlife.”

Cathy added: “The big thing 
is the encouragement of super-
fast cycling down a smooth sur-
face. If the theory is to provide 
greater accessibility to wheel-
chair users, the encouragement 
of super-fast cycling would 
discourage and make a hostile 
environment for other users, for 
example elderly people.”

The council has previously 
come under fire for chopping 
down trees and clearing vegeta-
tion on Parkland Walk to allow 
it to carry out repairs to the old 
railway bridges over the pathway.

Gio Iozzi, chair of Haringey 
Tree Protectors, said these 
actions had led to a “deep  

surface that is really nature-friendly, 
very sensitive, with the minimum 
impact on vegetation and biodiversity.”

Gio said Haringey Tree Protectors 
were not against improving access for 
disabled users but called for any changes 
to be led by conservationists, ecologists 
and local people who have knowledge 
of the nature reserve, adding: “It has 
to be preserved as much as it can be.”

Emily Arkell, the council’s cabinet 
member for culture, communities and 
leisure, said: “We are currently in the 
early stages of plans to improve accessi-
bility to Parkland Walk. This is part of 
our ambitious strategy to ensure that 
all of our wonderful parks in Haringey 
are fully inclusive and accessible for 
everyone in our diverse communities.

“As with everything we are doing 
as a council, we want this project to 
be a collaboration with our residents 
– so no decisions have yet been made 
around materials. An online consul-
tation is currently open for Parkland 
Walk users to share their ideas on the 
best way forward, as well as to register 
interest in being part of our co-design 
group, who will help us to make deci-
sions about materials and designs.

“We are really keen to hear from as 
many stakeholders as possible, and I was 
pleased to meet recently with a represen-
tative from the Friends of Parkland Walk. I 
call on everyone who cares about this vital 
green space to respond to our consultation 
so we can take all views into account.”

It is a nature corridor – wildlife 
can travel across it uninterrupted 

and unimpeded The consultation on the Parkland  
Walk proposals is available online:
Visit parklandwalkimprovements.commonplace.is

Residents have concerns about 
the social and environmental 
impact of plans for Parkland Walk

‘Super-fast cycling’ fears  
over council’s Parkland  
Walk accessibility plans

BY SIMON ALLIN, LOCAL DEMOCRACY REPORTER
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Paul Secher at 

Crouch End Open 
Space reflects 

on 50 years of a 
green community

Notes on 
Gardening

ounded in 1973 as the 
‘Crouch End Playing 
Fields Protection Soci-
ety’, Crouch End Open 

Space (CREOS) is a registered 
charity, run entirely by volunteers. 

Our charitable objectives: to 
conserve, protect and enhance the 
Crouch End Playing Fields in Park 
Road as an area of open space for 
public recreation; and to conserve 
and protect the area as a natural 
habitat for a wide variety of wildlife.

In keeping with our stated 
purposes, we monitor planning 
applications and any proposed 
developments which might 
impact the playing fields or other 
parts of the “open space”. 

Part of the land, owned by Har-
ingey Council, is natural wood-
land with a beautiful and peaceful 
meadow at its centre. CREOS 
volunteers and members carry 
out conservation activities on 
monthly workdays, maintaining 
the green space for everyone to 
enjoy. Recent and current projects 
include: construction and resto-
ration of footpaths through wood-
lands and meadows; creating hazel 
coppices and wildf lower areas; 
treatment and removal of invasive 
Japanese knotweed; and seeking 
protection of the open space 
through a ‘Deed of Dedication’ – a 
binding legal commitment, secur-
ing the Crouch End open space in 
perpetuity for current and future 
generations to enjoy. We celebrate 
our 50th anniversary this year, and 
would love for new members and 
volunteers to join us.

F

To find out more visit:  
www.crouchendopenspace.org
Have a story we should feature  
in our green column?  
Email hcp@socialspider.com

Crouch End  
Playing Fields

Credit CREOS

Back with a bang
Markfield Road Festival is set to return 
for its second edition this September

or 21 years and counting, artists 
on Markfield Road in Tottenham 
have allowed visitors an inside look 
at their creative hubs as part of 

an open studios event. Formerly Euroart 
Studios, Gaunson Creative Studios boasts 
over 50 artists showing off their best work 
– with a chance to pick up a painting or 
sculpture to take back home. 

Hazel Brown and Malene Oddershede 
Bach took over the management of many of 
the studios in 2020 – coinciding with lock-
down. “Last year was our first open studio 
that we were able to do and actually have 
the public in,” says Malene. They decided to 
take the event up a notch, turning it into 
a full three-day festival, packed with music, 
activities – plus a bouncy castle for kids.

“In the end, it generated quite a nice 
crowd. Rather than just the people that 
would normally come for an open studio, 
it was people who came for the music, but 
actually got really surprised and ended up 
buying some artwork instead.

“Originally, it was only meant to be small, 
and then it kind of grew.”

This year, Markfield Road Festival is 
back even bigger and better. Hazel and 
Malene have secured closure of the road, 
allowing bars, seating and event space 
to sprawl across it. “We’ve got a bigger 
outside space, and then the DJs will be 
on the road,” says Hazel. “And we’ll have 
lots of seating and extra activities.”

Their initial vision for the festival, the 
pair say, was “connecting up a bit with the 
local community that doesn’t necessarily 

F know what happens behind a brick and 
mortar wall.

“There’s all this amazing work happening 
in the local area, but no-one actually really 
knows about it,” says Malene.

An important part of this is sharing cre-
ative opportunities through education. Two 
local schools will be taking part, opening 
the festival with a colourful procession. 
“The other side of it was to try and show-
case what’s going on behind the doors and 
inspire the next generation,” explains Hazel. 

Malene adds: “People would go to school 
every day, they would have no idea what hap-
pens next door. And I think a lot of it is to try to 
inspire people [to think] that working within 
the creative industries is a career option.

“One thing I thought was quite shocking 
is that a lot of primary schools only got £500 
budget a year towards arts and creativity 

[...] They couldn’t even afford to buy glue.
“There’s going to be less and less people over 

time that focus on the creative industries.”
Talks and workshops are a key part of 

what’s on – even HCP will be getting involved 
to help open up the often elusive world of 
writing careers. But at its crux, Markfield 
Road Festival is about the artists. “A lot of 
artists are quite bad at pushing their work in 
front of people and selling their own work,” 
says Malene. “A lot of people who had been 
involved in it the last ten years had never 
sold anything. And all of a sudden, they 
started selling quite a bit of work.”

“Tottenham actually is the biggest area 
with the most amount of creative work-
spaces in Haringey,” says Malene. Ulti-
mately, Markfield Road Festival celebrates 
the creative legacy of Tottenham – and 
hopes to ensure its survival into the future.

Our editor will be joined in discussion by T.S. Eliot 
Prize shortlisted poet Jacqueline Saphra, bestselling 
children’s author Karen McCombie, Parracombe Prize 
winner Penny Woods, BBC-featured poet Jibril Rose, 
and Tottenham Community Reporter Olivia Opara.

Spoken Mother Earth: A Poetry Soiree
Friday, 8th September, 7pm

Artist Performance Lecture: Jamie Wagg
Sunday, 10th September, 3.30pm

Guided Museum Tours: Markfield  
Beam Engine and Museum
Sunday, 10th September, 11.30am & 3.30pm

Two schools will be participating in this 
year’s procession Credit Matt Hass

Live art is a key part of the festival Credit Matt Hass

Programme highlights

Don’t miss! 

HCP Panel Talk: Writing as a Creative Practice
Saturday, 9th September, 3pm



he idea for a shutter gallery was born when Made by Totten-
ham, Haringey’s Creative Enterprise Zone, got in touch with 
us at Bud Studio with the idea after seeing a commercial 
shutter gallery we facilitated for Deliveroo. The point of 

the shutter gallery was to create paid work and a platform for local 
artists, while giving local businesses a free artwork that promoted 

T
Zoe Alleyne at Bud Studio explains how an unusual art 

project popping up across Haringey came into being
their shop while it was closed during Covid. The idea has had great 
longevity since then and we now have shutter galleries in Tottenham, 
on Turnpike Lane, Wood Green and Stroud Green Road.

The most recent Wood Green and Stroud Green Road shutter 
galleries are part of a wider project called the Town Centres Creative 
Art Project which is funded by Haringey Council through the ‘high 

streets recovery action plan’ (HSRAP) and delivered by us. 
Artists were asked to create a quick application for the entire 

project, which included opportunities to design artworks for 
large-scale walls as well as shutters. At Bud Studio, we believe that 
artists should not have to do any work for free so never ask them 
to create design work or to create a lengthy application before 
being guaranteed a paid opportunity. The artists who applied were 
presented to the business owners who were able to choose their 
favourite artist to design an artwork for their shutter.

Artists who had strong connections to Haringey were prioritised 
as one of the project’s focuses was to create paid opportunities 
for local artists. However, artists who had smaller connections to 

Art on the street

Saadia Mabchour decorates Smart Design Barber Will Redgrove decorates Dixy Chicken

Billie Fawcett paints Butlers Credit All photographs courtesy of Bud Studio
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streets recovery action plan’ (HSRAP) and delivered by us. 
Artists were asked to create a quick application for the entire 

project, which included opportunities to design artworks for 
large-scale walls as well as shutters. At Bud Studio, we believe that 
artists should not have to do any work for free so never ask them 
to create design work or to create a lengthy application before 
being guaranteed a paid opportunity. The artists who applied were 
presented to the business owners who were able to choose their 
favourite artist to design an artwork for their shutter.

Artists who had strong connections to Haringey were prioritised 
as one of the project’s focuses was to create paid opportunities 
for local artists. However, artists who had smaller connections to 

Haringey were also allowed to take part in the project if a business 
really liked their artistic style.

We had an initial chat with each business owner to find out more 
about them and what sort of imagery and aesthetic they were drawn 
to. We would then present them with an appropriate selection of 
artists to choose from. If an artist had already been matched with 
a business, we aimed to then present other artists to the businesses 
so that as many artists were able to take part as possible.

Some of the artists forged strong connections with the business 
owners after designing artworks for them and went on to collabo-
rate further outside of the project. For example, one of the artists 
went on to handpaint a beautiful mural inside the office of a 

business as they loved their shutter artwork so much. Therefore, the 
artist gained another paid opportunity off the back of the shutter 
gallery. The project connected the local artist communities with 
the local business communities.

We can’t tell you exactly why but there is an amazing creative 
community in Haringey – perhaps due to the number of studio 
spaces. The artist community here is really strong at the moment 
and the artists are all really supportive of each other, collaborating 
with each other and sharing opportunities with each other. It 
would be a huge shame to lose this community due to the lack 
of affordable studio space because it is wonderful to be a part of a 
creative community like this.
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Alice Clarke paints Benjawan Thai Massage

Qwynto paints Kantin Kitchen

Horace gives Granny’s Takeaway a makeover

Brebmass adds a splash of paint to New Beacon Books

Ultrakolor paints Mets Barbers

Apparan paints Efsane Patisserie

“We can’t tell you exactly why but there is an amazing creative community in Haringey”
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Soul poet

Ode to David Lammy

Olivia Opara meets multitalented 
Tottenham grime artist Shocka – who 

is about to become an author too

Tottenham rapper has made 
his publishing debut with 
a book about his reconcilia-
tion with past trauma. 

Shocka (aka Kenneth Erhahon), who 
hails from Broadwater Farm, started 
penning his autobiography A Section 
of Your Life in 2010 as a “therapeutic 
way to heal” past pain. 

“There were certain memories that 
I realised that I just skimmed across,” 
he says. “They were difficult memories, 
traumatising things that happened but 
it was good to go back through those 
memories and gain closure in some way.”

Blending different forms, the book 
includes a series of poems written by 
Shocka during his time in hospital when 
he was sectioned under the Mental 
Health Act last spring – he had relapsed 
following the death of his mother.  
He self-describes the book as a “jeom” –  
a journal with poems – interwoven with 
questions to help the reader explore and 
examine their own mental health, with 
space to journal one’s answers. 

The message that Shocka hopes to 
get across is that everyone has sections 
of their lives that are not their whole 
story, and are not representative of 
their identities. 

“The book talks about a section of 
my life that I had to deal with which 
was not favourable to me – when I 
was sectioned four times,” says Shocka.

The book will be released alongside 
an exhibition capturing this period of 
Shocka’s life, featuring visual art and 

A extracts from his book. As a mental 
health advocate, Shocka has shared his 
experience of having been sectioned 
four times and diagnosed with paranoid 
schizophrenia, giving a TED Talk and 
guest speaking on numerous talk shows.

Another key influence was his time 
in grime collective Marvell, alongside 
Double S and Vertex, who grew up in 
Northumberland Park. The book follows 
his life as an emerging artist touring 
with Tinie Tempah, Chip, Skepta and 
Diversity to becoming a solo artist – he 
has released six EPs to date. 

Shocka insists: “It is important that 
I wrote this book because if someone 
had given me this book today, that 
would have helped so much because 
the main problem that I think that I 
face with mental health is feeling like 
we are in it by ourselves.

“But what is good about this social 
media era is that it is bringing us all 
together and allowing us to share 
our stories.” 

Alongside his book, Shocka is prepar-
ing for the release of his debut studio 
album in which he explores the theme 
of vulnerability. He also has a short 
documentary, Me, My Music and Mental 
Health, which will be screening soon. 

“My vulnerability was turned against 
me and all those perceptions that came 
with it,” says Shocka. “I want to show 
that vulnerability is the new cool and 
that is what helped me.”

Credit Shocka/
WikiCommons

I want to show that vulnerability is the new cool
‘A Section of Your Life’ is released by Trigger 
Publishing on Thursday, 7th September

The ‘Ode to David Lammy MP’ will be at 
Bernie Grant Arts Centre until Monday, 30th 
October. This interview has been edited and 
condensed for clarity
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Miriam Balanescu sits down with Elsa James to find 
out why she was inspired by the Tottenham MP

hy create an artwork dedi-
cated to David Lammy?

I would say what compels 
me to make work is I respond to social 
and political life situations, things that 
are happening. It’s kind of always been 
that way – I’ve always responded to real 
events or real situations, or where we’re 
at at the moment. I’ve said before, I’m 
not a politician. My tool is art. And so if 
I can get somebody to rethink a certain 
situation, let’s say the Windrush gen-
eration, or people from Essex, if I can 
change somebody’s perception about 
racism, then I feel as though I’ve done 
a bit of my job. 

I was using this method of black 
font on black so that it’s kind of difficult 
to read, which alludes to the idea of 
who’s visible and who’s not visible in 
society. I started in 2016, making this 
series of digital works – they’re called 
‘The Blackness Series’.

When David Lammy was responding 
to the Windrush scandal, that speech 
that he made – I’ve logged that because 
it moved me so much to physically cry-
ing. I just found it very profound.

We’re not really taught fully about 
Britain’s involvement in the transat-
lantic slave trade. What I know is what 
I’ve taught myself. 

I want to be part of the history of 

W
The neon being black – there’s 
an African American artist 
called Glen Lygon. I came across 
his work maybe 15 years ago and 
he works a lot with neon. He’d 
made work with neon, just the 
words ‘Negro sunshine’. The rod 
is light, but it’s wrapped in a 
black paint, coated. You have this 
subtle shifting in the way that it 
illuminates. I was also thinking 
about shifting physically, bodies 
shifting, going back to talking 
about the 17th centuries, Afri-
can people being enslaved and 
being shifted across the Atlantic. 

People think that it’s a mascu-
line format to work in. We know 

telling this story and telling the 
truth, unapologetically, as well. 
The sweeping under the carpet 
has been done. 

What was the timeline?
It was commissioned by Focal 
Point Gallery in Southend. It 
was my f irst solo exhibition. 
It was significant that it was in 
my hometown in Essex. I had 
a year and a half leading time, 
because galleries plan that far in 
advance with solo exhibitions 
anyway. I knew really early that 
this would be my opportunity 
to work with neon, because I’d 
be able to have the funding.  

Tracey Emin works in neon, but appar-
ently there’s not many. I don’t know of 
any Black female artists working with 
neon. I’ve got literally written down 
on my phone a list of different neons, 
what will come next. 

What are the challenges of working 
with neon? 
I think in some ways it’s just easier. 
It’s about the font. It’s more about the 
skill of the fabricators that are making 
it. It’s the skill of bending – I think it 
goes back to bending glass and light 
which is a French concept. The whole 
skill is time consuming, and hence why 
it’s so expensive. 

Last year at Focal Point Gallery, the 
gallery invited David Lammy – he is the 
shadow foreign secretary, he is fairly 
busy. They did get back to say he just 
can’t come to the opening. You know, 
it’s totally understandable. And equally 
he couldn’t come either to Gagosian 
again. I thought, oh, definitely, they’re 
a big gallery. I know that his partner’s 
an artist. I thought he would definitely 
come to the opening because it was 
on a big scale. But he does have other 
pressing, important things to do.

‘An Ode to David Lammy MP’ by artist Elsa James
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707 Forest Road, Walthamstow, E17 4JBmyfuture@waltham.ac.uk020 8501 8501

Visit waltham.ac.uk or scan the QR code
for all enrolment dates and times.

Visit Waltham Forest College to enrol on a course of your choice! 
Don’t forget to bring proof of ID and qualifications. 

Enrol Now
(16-18)-LEVELS

Looking to start college this September?
We have a selection of courses in:

School leavers (16-18) Higher Education (19+)
Bringing classroom and work placement 
together for an alternative to A-Levels.

Art & Design  |  Automotive  |  Barbering
Beauty  |  Business  |  Bricklaying  |  Carpentry
Catering  |  Digital (IT)  |  Digital Media
Electrical  |  Engineering  |  ESOL  |  Fashion
Hairdressing  |  Health & Social Care  |  Plumbing
Public Services  |  Sports  |  Supported Learning
Travel & Tourism

Adult courses (19+) 
Access to Higher Education  |  Digital Skills
English, Maths & ESOL  |  Full-time and Part-time
Teacher Training

Building Services Engineering: Electrical
Building Services Engineering: Plumbing
Digital Production Design & Development
Digital Support Services
Education & Childcare  |  Health

Designed to teach practical skills for specific 
areas of work and are equivalent to the first and 
second years at university.
Business  |  Engineering - Electrical and Electronic
Healthcare Practice for England

Waltham Forest College T Level learners receive 
a FREE laptop for the duration of their studies.
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Inside Finsbury 
Park’s new museum

t’s been nearly a year since 
we shared news about our 
arrival in Finsbury Park 
– what has been happen-

ing? Well, put simply, we are 
still waiting to move in! It has 
been a year where things moved 
slowly. Lease negotiations took 
longer, building work moved 
slower, and timeframes slipped 
back a bit. However, after many 
months, we are now much 
closer to moving in.

This has led to a slight change 
of plans. Over the last year, the 
situation relating to housing 
and homelessness has wors-
ened and the way we are 
getting ready to be in our 
new space is undoubtedly 
shaped by what is going 
on around us. In London 
right now, one in 50 Lon-
doners are facing home-
lessness and living in 
emergency homes. Rough 
sleeping numbers continue to 
rise and London now has more 
empty homes than at any time 
since 2010. Set alongside this is a 
reduction in people’s rights and 
the fact that so many people are 
struggling for the basics.

We are therefore prioritising 
our community work over 
opening quickly to the public. 
As we get ready to relocate in 
the autumn, we want to create 
a culture that is the complete 
opposite of what is happening in 
our failing political and economic 
systems. We want the site to be 

Co-founder Matt Turtle reveals what his 
team has been up to in the lead up to the 
opening of the Museum of Homelessness

Music

Food & Drink

Film

Theatre

Protest

Crafts

Cycling

Music

Muswell Hill Festival
Saturday, 9th September, 
1pm–7pm
Fortis Green Road, Muswell Hill N10

After last year’s cancelled festival, 
Muswell Hill Festival will return with a 
stage featuring a 17-piece swing band, 
the English Jazz Orchestra, and a tribute 
band for The Kinks who will be travel-
ling all the way from the Netherlands. 
Thrown in will also be a celebration of 
local history – from the relationship be-
tween television and Alexandra Palace, 
to the Parkland Walk – plus plenty of lo-
cal food and drink vendors. Local artists 
and writers will also be taking part, while 
‘local gem’ awards will be up for grabs.

Free
Visit muswellbusiness.
wordpress.com

Cocktail menu launch party
Friday, 1st September, 7pm
Unit 3, Gaunson House,  
Markfield Rd N15 4QQ

This community cafe is launching a new 
cocktail menu and will be celebrating by 
throwing a free launch party with music 
from their in-house DJ. This Markfield Road 
studio also often hosts art exhibitions.   

Free
Visit bit.ly/3sy2o8l

Isa L Levy Q&A and  
book signing
Friday, 22nd September, 11am
Arthouse Cinema, 159A 
Tottenham Lane N8 9BT

Isa L Levy will join audiences for a 
question and answer session, followed 
by a book signing, in Crouch End. Her 
new book ‘She Never Said Yes’ tells the 
story of her life as an artist and creative.

Tickets £10
Email isalevy@aol.com

Casting Off
Friday 8th and Saturday, 9th 
September, 7.30pm
Jacksons Lane Theatre, 269a 
Archway Road N6 5AA

This show sees “three generations 
of gutsy circus women” retell their 
stories and cast off stereotypes with 
a feminist lens – while also engaging 
in some dangerous acrobatics. The 
experimental circus show has already 
picked up multiple awards.

Tickets £14–£18
Visit jacksonslane.org.uk/
events/casting-off

Haringey Hunger  
March and Festival
Saturday, 23rd September, 12pm
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium 782 
High Rd N17 0BX

Haringey Community Action Network 
(HCAN) is organising a march against 
hunger and poverty as part of a national 
campaign by Right to Food. The march 
aims to raise awareness of the need for 
good quality, affordable food and an end 
to the need for foodbanks as well as rais-
ing awareness of food insecurity in Harin-
gey. Haringey Right to Food is a group 
of residents campaigning for: universal 
free school meals for all primary and sec-
ondary school children; liveable incomes 
and benefits: community spaces and 
kitchens; genuinely affordable housing 
and a community-led sustainable food 
strategy for Haringey. Marchers will con-
vene at Tottenham Hotspur Stadium 
and walk to Tottenham Green, calling 
on authorities for affordable food for all.

Free

Hip Hop’s 50th  
Anniversary Party
Saturday, 2nd September, 8pm
The Post Bar, 316 High Rd  
N15 4BP

In honour of 50 years of hip hop 
music, Tottenham’s The Post Bar 
will be hosting local artists and DJs. 
Renelle 893, Chorus Harsh, Redrum, 
i l lHAYES, Tony Humphries and 
Noutéka Collective are on the lineup – 
celebrating Tottenham’s legacy as the 
home of UK grime.

Tickets £5–10
Visit bit.ly/3Pgc3cd

Haringey and Enfield 
architecture ride
Saturday, 16th September, 10am
Wood Green Common,  
95 Station Rd N22 7SY

If you’re interested in learning more 
about North London’s buildings, this 
relaxed group cycling tour will take 
in many of Haringey and Enfield’s 
architectural sights. The cycling trip 
will be 30 miles, with a stop off for 
lunch and refreshments en route. 
The event is organised by Haringey 
Cycling Campaign and Enfield Cycling 
Campaign, together with Better 
Streets For Enfield and Haringey 
Living Streets. Families are welcomed. 

Free
Visit bit.ly/3Enp2CF

LISTINGS

Turning Earth Autumn Market
Saturday, 16th-Sunday, 17th 
September, 11am-5pm
Turning Earth Tottenham, Unit C, 
38 Crawley Road N22 6AG

Bringing together 80 ceramic artists, 
live music, street food and making 
demos, this event is not to miss for 
any budding ceramicists or those 
interested in the craft. Food will 
be provided by new cafe Bolland & 
Crust, while there will be the chance 
to get stuck in with throwing and hand 
building workshops. 

Free
Visit turningearth.org/n22/events

For next month’s listings, email the details of your event 
to hcp@socialspider.com by Monday 18th September

Submit your listing

useful and helpful to people as we 
face winter in 2023. We want to 
be flexible, generous, and compas-
sionate and this can’t be done by 
cutting the ribbon as soon as the 
builders have left. We want our 
crew to have time to settle into 
the building, enjoy the process 
and most importantly continue 
developing our relationships with 
people in and around the park.

Therefore, if I am to talk 
about an insider’s look at our 
new museum, the simplest way 
I can describe it is that it will 
be a developing rather than 
an immediate opening. In the 

coming weeks and months as 
you walk past the lodge, you 
might catch a glimpse of our 
new community gardeners Ellie 
and Dan in the grounds (and 
Dan’s amazing dog Lancelot). 
There may be a community 
meal happening, or maybe an 
art workshop. On that subject, if 
you have an idea for community 
events or activity please get in 
touch with Harry (harry@museum 
ofhomelessness.org).

Much of what we are initially 
going to be doing will be a con-
tinuation of what has been going 

on already. Over the summer, our 
team members Bekki and Dani 
have been working with Hack-
ney Playbus and local families 
over the holidays to run creative 
sessions, seeing between 25 and 
70 families a week. Meanwhile, 
we’ve been holding weekly ses-
sions just down Seven Sisters 
Road to get ready for our new 
‘People’s History of Finsbury 
Park’ project. Finsbury Park has 
long been an area of change, 
contradictions and churn and 
we are marking our arrival by 
creating a new multi-authored 
anthology, set of events, and a 

film in collaboration with 
filmmaker Becca Human.

All of this will be build-
ing up to our full public 
opening now set to take 
place in spring 2024.

How can people get 
involved? We are seeking 
contributions to the ‘Peo-

ple’s History of Finsbury Park’ 
and if you are interested in 
being in our film or making a 
contribution to our book you 
can catch us at our final drop-in 
for the project on 1st Septem-
ber at the Streets Kitchen soli-
darity hub or at the upcoming 
StreetsFest taking place by 
Manor House gate in the park 
on 5th September. 
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“We want to create a culture 
that is the complete opposite 
of what is happening in 
our failing political and 

economic systems”

To register interest in 
volunteering contact nathan@
museumofhomelessness.org 

To find out more visit 
museumofhomelessness.org

Benji, Matt and Jess from Museum of Homelessness and Jon Glackin from Streets Kitchen at StreetsFest 2022
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Haringey Community Press is 
available to pick up from dozens of 
locations, including cafes, libraries, 
community centres, pubs and more. 
We distribute 15,000 copies in total. 
Distribution is usually complete 
by the end of the first week of each 
month. The map shows a selection  
of our regular stockists, but is not  
an exhaustive list.

The Laurels Medical Centre 

Chestnuts Community Centre 

Craving 

Bernie Grant Arts Centre

The Trampery

The Engine Room

Seven Sisters Station

Antwerp Arms

The Selby Centre

Bounds Green Station

The Pavilion Sports & Cafe  

Alexandra Palace Station

Wood Green Library

Turnpike Lane Station * Note: we cannot guarantee each location will always stock the paper

The Salisbury Hotel  

Harringay Green Lanes Station

Stroud Green and Harringay Library

Crouch End Picturehouse

The Great Northern Railway Tavern

Muswell Hill Library

Maid of Muswell 

Crouch End Clocktower

The Clissold Arms

Highgate Station

The Gatehouse

Living Under One Sun

Hornsey Library
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If you would like to become  
a stockist or help distribute  
papers in your area: 

Email hcp@socialspider.com

26

27

ADVERTISE WITH US Placing adverts with your local community 
newspaper supports us to deliver more high-quality 
local journalism in the borough! Get a quote:  

Email maia@socialspider.com | Call 07711 05709610
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No  23 Miriam Balanescu visits Crouch End’s 

newest food spot, Humble Grape
n the former Florians 2 
– a Crouch End establish-
ment which first opened 
in 1989, reopened in 2018 

after a ten–year closure, only to 
shut its doors again last year – 
just past the winding junction 
at the clock tower, a new nook 
for food and (excellent) drink 
has arrived in Crouch End.

The Humble Grape is first 
and foremost a wine bar – as 
you might have guessed from its 
name. When asked how many 
exactly there are to take your 
pick from, the owner replies 
by saying simply 100, at least.

While there are a couple of 
diners, this is clearly a place best 
suited to grabbing a drink with 
a few friends after work. There 
are huddled groups outside 
at little round tables in a tiny 
outdoor courtyard, soaking up 
what’s left of the summer sun.

And, to take the wine theme 
even further, there are various 
photographic and artistic 
depictions of the drink on all 
the walls. (The interiors are 

I

FOOD & DRINK

Wine and dine

Sign up:  
bit.ly/3nUI9fS

Sign up to the 
HCP newsletter

The Red Lion
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generally pretty sleek, but this 
choice of wall decoration seems 
slightly more questionable.)

Noting the 2010s indie pop 
music playing in the back-
ground, I opt for the Laffette, a 
crisp, fruity, well–rounded rose, 
which goes well, I would say, 
with everything. (The Viognier, 
which the staff kindly treated us 
to a tasting of, is very nice too.)

To start, there is asparagus 
on a crisp pastry base, injected 
with a heady dose of wild garlic 
and a sharp, vinegary dressing. 
It’s delicious. We also try the 
burrata with macerated straw-
berries, making for an unusual 
combination which surpris-
ingly works – a salty sweet 
mixture cut through by the 
warmth of shredded preserved 
lemon, scattered over the top.

The only vegetarian main 
to choose from is the cauli-
flower steak – which packs a 
punch. It’s doused in an oily, 
spicy marinade which puts 
up a strong fight against the 
aniseedy puree underneath. 

The meal ends with a clas-
sic chocolate fondant with 
(of course) vanilla ice cream, 
cooked simply and well. Less 
impressive is the rhubarb cheese-
cake – which does a good job of 
pretending not to be a rhubarb 
cheesecake. It arrives as a piped 
pink creamy liquid, almost cov-
ering up a half-hearted scatter of 
biscuit crumbs. Letting down 
the other half of its name too, 
it also doesn’t taste very much 
of rhubarb. Our visit is in early 
summer, so maybe it would 
have been safer to opt for 
something more seasonal. 

The restaurant definitely 
seems to be on the rise. While 
things were quiet when we 
arrived at 7pm, there was a 
definite buzz by the time we 
left. The starters – more trendily 
known as ‘small plates’ – are out-
standing, and, on a second visit, I 
would just order more of those. 
Despite the disappointment of 
dessert, Humble Grape is worth 
a visit – even if just for a drink. 
Visit humblegrape.co.uk



HCP

15
September 

2023
No  23Sean O’Donovan, a Labour councillor 

for Tottenham Hale ward, reflects on the 
borough’s history of migration and solidarity

n a time when Totten-
ham, and particularly 
my ward of Tottenham 
Hale, is going through 

so many changes, it is vital 
that we record the history 
of the people who live here: 
capturing memories before it 
is too late, honouring the past 
but reminding ourselves that 
struggles for justice continue.

Our history is the history 
of waves of migration, both 
internal and external. The first 
mass arrivals in the early 1900s 
in Tottenham were from the 
East End of London. Work-
ing-class men and women, 
Jewish and Irish people who 
had escaped persecution and 
poverty came to work in the 
factories of Tottenham Hale. 

In that harsh t ime of 
unending toil in factories, 
lack of food and decent 
homes, we saw the roots of 
our solidarity, our welcome 
to others and our fight for jus-
tice. It is that people’s history 
which is often unrecorded. 

There is a rich history here 
of struggle by local workers. 
In 1906, Tottenham and 
Edmonton women from the 
Eley Brothers factory went 
on strike against appalling 
health conditions and poor 
wages. They joined the newly 
formed National Federation 
of Women Workers. 

During the depression of 
the 1930s, Tottenham peo-
ple founded a very active 
local branch of the National 
Unemployed Movement. One 
of their tasks was to arrange 
large-scale food collection 
and distribution – some-
thing that is echoed today in  
our foodbanks. 

When in 1935 the Football 
Association (FA) ordered that 
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“The fascists ended up 
defeated in the space now 

occupied by the Bernie 
Grant Arts Centre”

am writing to highlight 
the proposed closure of rail 
ticket offices that will have a 

devastating impact on blind and 
partially sighted people’s ability 
to travel independently, stopping 
people from getting to work, 
health appointments, and from 
seeing friends.

Ticket offices are not just about 
selling tickets. They provide a 
reliable first point of contact for 
many kinds of staff assistance such 
as arranging sighted guidance 
through the station and safely 
onto the train, to advising on any 
changes to journeys.

Modernisation of our railways 
doesn’t just mean apps and 
touchscreens; modernisation 
means inclusivity and not leaving 
anyone behind. These proposals 
must be scrapped.

Jim Sanders
South Tottenham

vonne  Jhag ro o  and 
Rebecca Ellis were the 
tireless members of the 

local community who led the five-
year campaign from 2015 to 2020 
to engage with Haringey Council 
and Transport for London (TfL), 
to determine the hard-fought win 
for our campaign on improving 
safety along Tottenham High 
Road. This campaign took time and 
was at times extremely frustrating. 
It was the perseverance of these 
ambassadors for the community 
that success was achieved.

On 12th February 2020, we 
received a letter from Nick Fair-
holme, director of project and 
programme delivery at TfL, which 
stated: “I am writing to let you 
know that we will be installing a 
staggered crossing at the junction 
of the High Road and Philip Lane.” 
The work is now complete. The 
junction is a much safer place.

The campaign evolved follow-
ing the removal of previous traffic 
lights when the one-way system 
at Monument Way was scrapped. 
This led to the following conse-
quences: an incident in April 2016 
when a child was hit by a car; an 
incident on 6th June 2016 when a 
pedestrian was knocked down; and 
the increase in fear for pedestrian 
safety across the A10.

I.
London, this moment of May.
A Grand Canyon in grey,
imperceptibly turning to purple,
with an orange glow on 
its battlements –
but teeming in all its cracks,
with foam of blossom and bird-flight,
with currents of people and cars.

Not a city, but a county, a country,
a proud world in itself,
the planet in a valley,
an open oblong fruit,
rich with glistening seeds,
in the giant hand of clay
hollowed out by the Thames.

II.
It is not mine, this city: I borrowed it.
I borrowed it for a home,
for a while,
I borrowed its language,
for good.

Or it borrowed me,
it borrowed my eyes
to mount this tall bus,
it borrowed my mouth
to sing this new song.

I run through its veins
of walls and windows,
of trees and lanterns…
A Grand Canyon in grey.

Or it runs through my veins,
a pale-purple stream,
murmuring, glittering…
London, this moment of May.

Christina Egan
White Hart Lane
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Just the ticket

London, this 
Moment of May

Crossing  
the line

Dear HCP

Dear HCP

Cllr Sean 
O’Donovan

Our history is the history 
of waves of migration

The campaign included: indi-
vidual letters written to TfL, from 
the community; and presenting a 
petition and a ‘pelican’ to TfL, at 
its headquarters, on the need for 
a crossing.

On 17th July 2016, Holy Trin-
ity Church, the mayor, St Mark’s 
Church, High Cross United 
Reformed Church, Holy Trinity 
School and other members of the 
community held a demonstration 
on the crossing in which boys 
dressed in green and red colours.

Organisations in the commu-
nity came together with inter-
ested people and campaigned 
to achieve an effective crossing 
to safeguard all people in the 
community. The organisations 
included local shops, councillors, 
police, the churches and faith 
communities and individuals.

The community kept up interest, 
concern, and pressure. 

Tony Davis
Tottenham

We offer licence advertising  
for local businesses

POET’S CORNER

a swastika flag should be flown 
over White Hart Lane during 
the England-Germany game, 
the people of Tottenham 
marched with their Jewish 
friends against fascism. It was a 
working-class young lad, Ernie 
Woolley, who climbed up to 
pull down the swastika. His 
name among many others 
should be remembered. 

In the 1930s, the British 
Union of Fascists was active. 
In many areas of London, 
opposition was organised by 
representatives of numerous 
political and community 
organisations. Tottenham’s 
Marie Coghill recalled: “We 
went to their meetings and 
gave out leaflets telling people 
how the fascists […] wanted 
to blame bad working condi-
tions on immigrant workers. 
In those days it was the Jews.”

When the blackshir ts 
planned to march on Cable 
Street in 1936, Jewish people, 
Londoners and Irish dock 
workers came together to 
stop them. Many were from 
Tottenham, and Mrs ‘Mitch’ 
Mitchell was one of them: 
“We from Tottenham had a 
very good contingent fighting 
the blackshirts […] there was 
solidarity among the people.”

After the war, fascist activity 
led to the formation of the 43 
Group of Jewish ex-service-

men and women 
resolved to take 
action. Some of the 
key battles took place  
in Tottenham. 

In 1949, Mose-
ley’s Union Move-

ment planned to march 
from Dalston to West Green 
Road. Thousands of local 
anti-fascists, including the 
heroes of the 43 Group, gath-
ered in Tottenham, and a bus 
was used to block the road. 
The police recognised that 
the fascists could not reach 
West Green and they were 
corralled behind Tottenham 
Town Hall. I’m sure to their 

disgust, if they had known, the 
fascists ended up defeated in 
the space now occupied by the 
Bernie Grant Arts Centre. No 
parasán – they did not pass!

Bruce Grove Museum and 
many other local history groups 
have done an amazing job 
recording the history of Totten-
ham, and I am indebted to them. 

However, there are still 
so many untold stories. Did 
your parents or grandpar-
ents live in Tottenham or 
work in the factories around 
Tottenham Hale? Did they 
take part in community and 
trade union struggles, fight 
against fascism and racism, 
fight for the rights of women 
and the unemployed?

Equally important, do your 
family have stories of those 
acts of kindness and solidar-
ity which made life bearable? 
How did your family manage 
in the bombing raids of the 
war and the rationing after?

The People’s Art and His-
tory Gallery planned as part of 
the new development around 
the Berol Pencil Factory in 
Tottenham Hale is some-
where this people’s history can  
be celebrated.

Email licences@socialspider.com | Call 07711 057 096
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Haringey Community Press 
is published by Social Spider 

Community News, a not-for-profit 
social enterprise. Our mission 
is to hold authority to account 
and provide a platform for the 

community. But because we 
have no shareholders or wealthy 
backers we rely on local people 

and organisations to support 
our journalism. The number of 
supporters making monthly 

contributions has nearly doubled 
in a year — helping us to break 
even and look at how we can 

grow as a publication.

This month, 114 readers like you helped us cover 11% of our monthly costs. While the 
paper remains free to read in print and online, every penny of income is reinvested in our 

local journalism. Can you support us with £5 per month to help us do more?

WITH CONTINUED SUPPORT FROM HCP READERS WE AIM TO:
Produce more local journalism | Expand the size  

of the paper | Distribute to more locations


